
The Pastorôs Peace 
 

There are many good 

ministries that we 

perform at Union for 

the Body of Christ.  I 

want to thank the 

congregation for embracing one that has been of 

special significance for me and to my lifeðthe 

disaster response volunteers.  Shortly, I will be 

attending my last such trip with our 

congregation.  But my involvement goes back 

further than Union. 

 

Back in 1991 I took a group from Trinity, Butler 

to McClellanville, SC following Hurricane 

Hugo.  The little shrimping village was in the eye 

of the storm when it hit; and, the stories the 

townspeople told were unbelievable (standing on 

desks in the high school and knocking out ceiling 

tile putting the children up in the gridwork while 

the water rose to their shoulders in the dark and 

all they could do was pray and sing to God).  That 

experience made concrete for me that the 

abilities/skills God had given me werenôt just 

ñfor me.ò 

 

While I served the Bishop and was a member at 

Holy Spirit, Emmaus, I had another opportunity 

to take a group of volunteers to St. Thomas 

following another horrific storm.  There were 

similar stories of survival and thanks for our time 

and being there for the people affected.  One 

family brought us as guests to a native concert 

and evening of native food and fellowship that 

those who visit the island on cruise ships would 

never experience.  It was their way of saying 

thank you. 

 

 

 

 

And, there are too many stories and experiences 

with people across our country that our 

volunteers have lived and could tell.  (And I hope 

they will share their experiences with you.)  We 

have had a faithful group of volunteers; some of 

whom have died and others have ñaged out.ò  But 

all of them have left their mark on the area they 

responded to and the people they served in 

Christôs name.  And, isnôt that all we could ever 

hope for regardless of the ministry effort we 

undertake? 

 

Our men and women have always gone with one 

goal in mindðto make someoneôs life better than 

before they arrived.  And, they have done that 

and more.  It has been my privilege to serve 

beside them as they have represented you all. 

 

I pray God will continue to bless their ministry in 

the future. 

 

In Christôs peace, 

 

Pastor 

 

 
 

WORSHIP EVERY SUNDAY  

8:00 AM/10:45 AM   
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Council Highlightsé 

March 2016 
By Cathy Shaffer 
Asst. to the Pastor 

 

 

¶ YTD giving is higher than 2015 giving.  

Please continue your good stewardship! 

¶ Discussed how to get more folks 

participating in ULC ministry.  Time & 

talent surveys will be distributed in near 

future encouraging all to GET 

INVOLVED!!  

¶ Council will draft a letter to send to local 

sport teams encouraging them to not 

schedule activities until after noon on 

Sundays allowing folks the time to 

worship with their families. 

¶ All members of the Lehigh County 

Conference of Churches were challenged 

to donate $130 to fund a kitchen upgrade 

for Daybreak.  Challenge accepted!!  

ULC will contribute. 

¶ Church World Services thanked ULC for 

our donation of blankets. 

¶ Council appropriated up to $1000 to be 

used for Pastor Mooreôs retirement 

celebration. 

¶ Next Council meeting is Monday, April 

18th at 7:00 PM.  Pr. Lori Kochanski, 

Associate of the Bishop, will attend our 

meeting in order to discuss the upcoming 

pastoral transition.  All members of the 

congregation are welcome to attend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship and Music 

By Adam Parker 
 

 
 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 
 

This year, the entire month of April is a 

celebration of Jesusô resurrection.  It is a time of 

joy and the recognition of our salvation. Come 

join the celebration! 
 

Have you seen the new drum set in the nave? If 

you have not seen it yet, come join us for our 

contemporary service and hear the Praise Bandôs 

new sound.  This monthôs contemporary service 

is April 17th at 10:45 AM.   

 

Volunteers are needed in a 

variety of areas to keep 

our worship running 

smoothly.  Do you like to 

read? Become a reader. 

Do you like to say hello to 

people? Become a greeter or usher.  Do you 

want to become active in the service? Become 

the Assisting Minister for the second week of the 

month or be a communion assistant.  Do you 

want to help but do not want to be seen? 
Become our banner changer who changes the 

banners in the church several times during the 

year.  If you want to help with these positions or 

any others you can think of, contact the office for 

details. 
 

Looking Ahead 
 

May 15th 

  - Pentecost 

 - Confirmation 

      - 9:00 AM Summer Worship schedule begins 

 - Contemporary service 
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From the Director 
of Music Ministries  
By Susan Hartney 
 
By the time you read this 

article, Easter Sunday will have come and gone.  

We observe seven Sundays of Easter, the seventh 

Sunday falling this year on May 8. 
 

My favorite Sunday of Easter is the fourth 

Sunday, also known as Good Shepherd Sunday.  

The appointed psalm for the day is the 23rd 

Psalm, starting with the familiar words ñThe 

Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.ò  This day 

always makes me think of my family and my 

childhood. 
 

I was raised on a farm in Bethlehem Township.  

My grandfather grew crops, but his real love was 

buying and selling livestock.  After he died, my 

father and his brother discontinued the livestock 

trade and farmed mostly corn and wheat.  My 

brother, Lee, inherited our grandfatherôs affinity 

for animals and obtained a bachelorôs degree in 

animal science from Delaware Valley 

University.  Lee is now retired from working 

with his own championship dorset sheep, but 

remains in demand as an agricultural consultant 

with a sheep specialty. 
 

Lee was devoted to his sheep, feeding them and 

tending to their births, inoculations, and illnesses.  

His attention to his sheep reminds me of the 23rd 

Psalm and John 10: 27 (ñMy sheep hear my 

voice. I know them and they follow me.ò).   Leeôs 

sheep knew his voice and they followed him.  

Jesus calls us; we hear his voice and we follow 

him.  During the Easter season, let us listen to 

Jesus with a quiet mind, stillness of heart, and 

obedience to his word. 

 

JOURNEYMEN 2016 RETREAT 
 

March 11-12, 2016 
Speaker Dr. Ken Ryder 

 
SPRING 2016 DISASTER 
RELIEF MISSION TRIP 

By Carlton Gillikin 
 
A Spring 2016 Disaster Relief (DR) Mission Trip 

is in the planning stages.  If you are interested in 

volunteering to rebuild and help to repair homes 

damaged by severe storms and heavy flooding 

along the New Jersey shore please add your name 

to the signup sheet on the Bulletin Board or 

contact Carlton Gillikin ï 610-533-4706 or email 

carlgillikin@yahoo.com.   

 

We need skilled and unskilled volunteers.  There 

is always something you can do to help families 

get back into their homes.  We are planning to 

drive to New Jersey on Sunday May 8th and 

return Friday May 13th. 

   

To see more information about this trip and our 

past trips please visit the ULC Disaster Relief 

Website https://ulcdisasterrelief.shutterfly.com/   

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When you shop @AmazonSmile, Amazon will  

make a donation to Union Lutheran Church. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-1507824.  Sign up today! 
 

https://ulcdisasterrelief.shutterfly.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-1507824
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Youth Group  
By Doug Collins 

 

Well, olô Mr. Winter decided if we wanted to go 

on a ñwinterò retreat he would give us ñwinterò 

and proceeded to dump 32ò of the white stuff on 

us, he won. We didnôt need quite that much and 

had to postpone our trip. I must admit when we 

first started discussing the possibility of 

cancelling I wasnôt sure I was on board, being 

there in the snow is AWESOME.  After my first 

few minutes of doubting the weatherman and 

realizing he was getting this one right it was a ñno 

brainerò. So we had to wait. On Feb 26th though, 

the wait was OVER!!!  Off to High Point we 

went.   

 

We had a good group attend and the camp was 

full. As always it is so cool to see a couple 

hundred kids all spending the weekend 

together growing their faith and 

strengthening their relationship with 

Jesus.  After a quick cabin check it was 

off to our first session. Wow, it was 

obvious very quickly we were in for an 

amazing weekend.  The worship leader 

did such a great job getting everyone 

involved and the kids were incredible. 

The singing had such passion it raised 

the hair on your neck. What a youth 

choir a group of teenagers can be when 

they are feeling ñitò. There is always a 

bit of anticipation waiting to see what 

the guest speaker will bring.  Well I am 

here to tell you this one BROUGHT it 

ALL!!!  He was great!  His messages 

through all of the sessions were, donôt 

let worrying about your individual 

ñstuffò, which we all have, bog you 

down and get in the way of living your 

life with Jesus. Acknowledge that He, 

knows what you are going through and, 

ñhey, hey look at meò, knows what you 

need.  Again his passion and fire was off 

the chart. Now the five sessions were 

the main reason we go on the retreat, 

BUT, itôs not all that happens.  There is 

very little down time.  Tournaments of 

all kinds, filled game room and did I mention the 

coffee shop, another ñhigh pointò, get it?.  The 

accommodations were a little cramped this year 

but still no big deal.  Again I would like to brag 

on YOUR kids. I am constantly amazed by their 

hearts and the joy, compassion, friendliness and 

love of God they bring to the table and represent 

us with.  We also have some great talents among 

the group and they were all displayed.  Some of 

the talents were not the hard part but getting up 

in front of a couple of hundred of peers was an 

obstacle that took guts to overcome.  Great job by 

all.  We will work on our juggling, moonwalk 

and paper airplanes for next time though. 

 

Please look for the sign-up sheet for next yearôs 

retreat to be posted sometime late this year. 

What a great weekend!!!!!!!!! 
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Youth Group High Point 2016 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Adult Sunday School ñHappy Hourò 
By Cathy Shaffer - Assistant to the Pastor 
 

Join the Happy Hour Gang in Room 103-104 

(downstairs) at 9:15 AM.  There is always a joke 

of the day, much laughter and even some learning 

and discussion! 
 

April 3  ï Come share a laugh at the Devilôs 

Expense!  Itôs the Sunday after Easter known as 

Holy Humor Sunday.  Bring a cartoon, tell a joke, 

and come watch Christian Comedian Tim 

Hawkinsé. 

 

April 10, 17 & 24 ï Do you remember the movie, 

ñGodôs Not Deadò?  Well Cindy Pugh will be 

leading a Bible Study DVD based on the movie.  
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Articles for the May Newsletter 

are due to the church office on 

or before April  15th. 
 

 

  Humor of the day  
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Womenôs Caf® 
By Lois Steward 

 
News from Women of the ELCA ï Are you 

looking forward to spring and the warm weather? 

You are not alone. NE PA Women of the ELCA 

have been busy planning events for the spring for 

the women in our area Lutheran Churches.  

 

The first event is the NE PA Women of the 

ELCA Spring Retreat ï Saturday, April 9, 2016 

from 8:30 AM ï 2:00 PM which will be held at 

St. Paulôs Lutheran Church, Breinigsville. The 

theme this year is FIND REST FOR YOUR 

SOUL ï ñBe still and know that I am Godò. 

There will be two workshops, a service project to 

make personal care refugee boxes for Lutheran 

Congregational Services as well as breakfast and 

lunch. Registration cost is $10.00.  Registration 

forms and more information can be found on the 

Womanôs Caf® bulletin board in the hallway off 

the Gathering Space. Why not take some time to 

find rest for your soul? 

 

The second event is the Northern Lehigh Cluster 

Event which will be on Tuesday, April 19, 2016 

from 6:30 ï 8:30 PM to be held at Grace Lutheran 

Church, Belfast. The topic for this event is ñThe 

Long Good Byeò, looking at Alzheimerôs and 

Dementia.  There will be a $3.00 registration fee. 

More information will be posted on the Womanôs 

Café bulletin board. 

Planning ahead, the NE PA Women of the ELCA 

will hold their Annual Convention on Saturday, 

June 11, 2016 at Trinity Lutheran Church in 

Lehighton. 

 

SAVE THE DATE  ï Ladies, the Tenth 

Triennial Gathering of WELCA ñAll Anewò will 

be here before we know it. This event will take 

place July 13 ï 16, 2017 in Minneapolis, 

Minnesota.  Registration for the event will begin 

in September 2016. Wouldnôt it be great to have 

a group from our congregation going to this 

event? Just think of how you once enjoyed 

slumber parties. This gathering is even better, 

with wonderful speakers, worship, music, 

workshops and connections with other Lutheran 

woman from all over the US.  More information 

can be found online at welcatg.org.  If you are 

interested, please let the Church Office know so 

that you can be contacted and included in the 

plans for this. 
 

 
 
 
 

ULC Library 
Book Club 

By Barb Mahoney 
 

The next selection for the book club is The 

Aviatorôs Wife  by Melanie Benjamin.  

Anne Morrow, a shy college senior with hidden 

literary aspirations, travels to Mexico City to 

spend Christmas with her family.  While there 

she meets Colonel Charles Lindbergh, fresh off 

his celebrated 1927 solo flight across the 

Atlantic. Captivated by Charlesôs assurance and 

fame, Anne is certain the aviator has scarcely 

noticed her. But she is wrong. Charles sees in 

Anne as a kindred spirit.  He finds a fellow 

adventurer and her world will be changed 

forever. They marry in a headline-making 

wedding. Then Anne becomes the first licensed 

female glider pilot in the United States. Although 

she accomplishes this and other major 

achievements, she is viewed merely as the 

aviatorôs wife. The longed for, fairy-tale life will 

bring heartbreak and hardships.  In the end it 

pushes her to reconcile her need for love, her 

desire for independence, and to embrace, at last, 

lifeôs infinite possibilities for change and 

happiness. 

Join us Sunday, May 15 at 9:00 AM in the 

library  to discuss this historical novel on this 

enthralling life journey presented through the 

eyes of Mrs. Charles Lindbergh.  
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Worship Matters 
By Judy Gifford 
 

As people honored Jesus on that first Palm 

Sunday by spreading clothes in his path, so now 

you have honored Jesus by spreading childrenôs 

clothing down the center aisle of our church. 

 

TANZANIA 

 

Meet Hawa 

 
Hawa is a mother and a grape 

farmer living in the Dodoma 

region of Central Tanzania.  

Grapes have been a popular cash 

crop for decades.  Recently, the 

region experienced a drought, 

and farmers like Hawa struggled 

to grow enough to earn an 

income to support their families. 

 
With support from ELCA World Hunge r , Lutheran 

World Relief worked with a farming cooperative to 

help 2,000 grape farmers increase crop production 

and strengthen the entire cooperative.  Experts helped 

the farmers improve irrigation, market their grapes 

better, connect with buyers, and secure improved 

prices. 

 

Farmers also established a seedling nursery to get 

plants off to a better start and they learned improved 

agricultural techniques, like pruning. 

 

Hawa, now a trained leader and the cooperativeôs 

chair, produces six tons of grapes where she once 

produced only three.   Thanks to the training, she 

hopes to produce 10 tons.  

 

Sustainable development products like this strengthen 

the capacity of small-scale farmers around the world 

to make a difference in the quality of life for their 

whole community.  Itôs your generosity that helps 

make this work possible.  Thank you. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

  
 

(long or short term) 

 

If you are unable to get to 

church and would like a copy of 

the weekly service (either video 

or audio), please contact the 

church office. We will make 

arrangements for someone to 

deliver the tapes to you. 

 

 

THANK YOU!  
 

What a wonderful sharing of Godôs love with 

the donations of school uniforms & Spring/ 

Summer clothing for children in the 

Allentown School District.  136 pairs of 

socks, 82 pairs of underwear, 5 t-shirts, 26 

school (uniform) shirts, 32 school (uniform) 

pants, 1 school (uniform) jumper, 80 tops 

(non-uniform), 32 bottoms (non-uniform), 10 

infant wear, 3 coats, additional monetary 

donations were received.   

 

Just as people honored Jesus on that first Palm 

Sunday by spreading clothes in his path, so 

now you have honored Jesus by spreading 

childrenôs clothing down the center aisle of 

our church. 

 


