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There are many good
ministries  that we
perform at Union for
the Body of Christ. |
want to thank the
congregation for embracing one that has been of
special significance for me and to my éf¢he
disaster response volunteers. Shortly, | will be
attending my last such trip with our
congregation. But my involvement goes back
further than Union.

Back in 1991 | took a group from Trinity, Butler
to McClellanville, SC following Hurricane
Hugo. The little shrimping village was in the eye
of the storm when it hit; and, the stories the
townspeople told were unbelievable (standing on
desks in the highchool and knocking out ceiling
tile putting the children up in the gridwork while
the water rose to their shoulders in the dark and
all they could do was pray and sing to God). That
experience made concrete for me that the
abilities/skills God had givem e
Afor me. 0O

While | served the Bishop and was a member at
Holy Spirit, Emmaus, | had another opportunity
to take a group of volunteers to St. Thomas
following another horrific storm. There were
similar stories of survival and thanks for ¢wne

and being there for the people affected. One
family brought us as guests to a native concert
and evening of native food and fellowship that
those who visit the island on cruise ships would
never experience. It was their way of saying
thank you.
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And, there are too many stories and experiences
with people across our country that our
volunteers have lived and could tell. (And | hope
they will share their experiences with you.) We
have had a faithful group of volunteers; some of
whomhavediedah ot her s have

all of them have left their mark on the area they
responded to and the people they served in
Christds name. And, i sn
hope for regardless of the ministry effort we
undertake?

i a g

Our men and women havievays gone with one
goalinmindt o make someoneds |
before they arrived. And, they have done that

and more. It has been my privilege to serve
beside them as they have represented you all.

| pray God will continue to bless their ministry
the future.

I n Christos

peace,

{ ust
Pastor

WORSHIP EVERY SUNDAY
8:00 AM/10:45 AM



Counci |l H i gprfurbhl g ht s éWorship and Music
March 2016 s Council By Adam Parker

By Cathy Shaffer N >~

Asst. to the Pastor N

1 YTD giving is higher than 2015 giving.
Please continue your good stewardship!

91 Discussed how to get more folks
participatingin ULC ministry. Time &
talent surveys wilbe distributed in near ~ This year, the entire month of April is a

future encouraging all to GET celebration of Jesuso re
INVOLVED! joy and the recognition of our salvation. Come

join the celebration!

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!

9 Council will draftaletter to send téocal
sport teams encouraging them to not Have yOou seen the new drum set in the nave? If

schedule activies until after noon on you have not seen it yet, come join us for our X
Sundays allowing folks the time to contemporary service and hear the RraisBa n d 0 s
o _ . new sound. This mont hds
worship with their families. is April 17 at 10:45 AM.
1 All members of the Lehigh County .,
Conference of Churches were challenged | * ' Volunteers are needed in a
to donate $130 téund a kitchen upgrade variety of areas to keep
for Daybreak. Challenge accepted!! “NVOLVED S;rootr\:},;rg;pyou rllijlpemtgg
ULC will contribute. e > Be
1 Church World Services thanked ULC for rDe(;';l 36u?i?<?t?§a? h;e”%dt((a)r.
our donation of blankets. people? Become a greer or usher. Do you

1 Council appropriated up to $1000 to be  want to become active in the serviceBecome
used for Pastor M otlierAgsisting Mipisder for the saeomdiweek of the
celebration. month or be a communion assistariDo you

want to help but do not want to be seen?

Become our banner changer who changes the

banners in the church several times during the

1 Next Council meeting is Monday, April
18" at 7:00 PM. Pr. Lori Kochanski,

Associate of the Bishop, wilittendour year. If you want to help with these positions or
meeting in ordeto discusgheupcoming any others you can think of, contact the office for
pastoral transition. All members of the  details.
congregation are welcome to attend. Looking Ahead
May 15"
- Pentecost

- Confirmation
- 9:00 AM Summer Worship schedule begins
- Contemporary service



From the Director JOURNEYMEN 2016 RETREAT

of Music Ministries March 11-12, 2016
By Susan Hartney

Speaker Dr. Ken Ryder

By the time you read this
article, Easter Sunday will have come and gone.
We observe seven Sundays of Easter, the seventh
Sunday falling this year on May 8.

My favorite Sunday of Easter is the fourth
Sunday, also known as Good Shepherd Sunday.
The appointed psalm for the day is the923
Psal m, starting with t
Lord is my shepherd, I
always makes me think of my family and my
childhood.

SPRING 2016 DISASTER
| was raised on a farm in Bethlehem Township. RELIEE MISSION TRIP

My grandfather grew crops, but his real love was I
buying andselling livestock. After he died, my By Carlton Gillikin
father and his brother discontinued the livestock

trade and farmed mostly corn and wheat. My . : . ,
is |n0thue Iplannlng st%g é.{ yoy aﬁeénFe%asted 0.

brother, Lee, inherited t%eringorre uil anaahelptor pai‘?hor%es

. . vc()Jun
for animals and obtaine pachel or a's & Ndodre
) . damaged by severe storms and heavy Ylooding
animal science from Delare Valley

University. Lee is now retired from working along the New Jersey shore please add your name

with his own championship dorset sheep. but to the signupsheet on the Bulletin Board or
L P P P, contact Carlton Gillikiri 610-533-4706 or email
remains in demand as an agricultural consultant

with a sheep specialty. carlgillikin@yahoo.com

A Spring 2016 Disaster Relief (DR) Mission Trip

i T

Lee was devoted to his sheep, feeding them and We need skied and unskilled volunteers.h&re

tending to their births, inoculatis, and illnesses. is always something you can do to help families

His attention to his sheep reminds me of thd 23 get back into their homesWe are planing to
Psalm and John 10: 27 diive MyNewsJersey pn Surdayr Majfrnd
voice. | know them and retureRidayMay18 w me. o) . Lee
sheep knew his voice and they followed him.

Jesus calls us; we hear his voice and we follow To see more information about this trip and our

him. During the Easter season, let us listen to past trips please visit ¢hULC Disaster Relief

Jesus with a quiet mind, stillness of heart, and Websitehttps://ulcdisaerrelief.shutterfly.com/
obedience to his word.

" " ——— —

amazon When you shop @AmazonSmile, Amazon will
: make a donation to Union Lutheran Church.

Toushop ATZon gves. - hittps://smile.amazon.com/ch/A%07824 Sign up today!

a0 B "



https://ulcdisasterrelief.shutterfly.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-1507824

all kinds, filled game room and did | mention the

Youth Group

By Doug Collins coffee shop, another Ahi
il accommodations were a little cramped this year
Wel l, old Mr. Wi nter dePHtiStYpopigdeal. fgain lywauldiike i brag, ¢

on a Awintero retreat KR_YOYRKS jamgpengtantly graazed Ryithgin o
and proceeded to dump 3193S a9q thejoy compassiop, iendlipessapd o
us, he won. We didandt rnO¥&OHGOY (iey bring tq the fable apd repgpsent

had to postpone our trip. | must admit when we ~ US with. We also have some great talents among

first started discussing the possibility of the group and they were all displayed. Some of
cancelling | wasno6t s u (fhgtalgnts y&notths fardpaytbyt gettingyip, ;
there in the snow is AWESOME. After my first in front of a couple of hundred of peers was an

few minutes of doubting the weatherman and obstacle th_at took guts to overcome. Great job by
realizinghewasgettimighi s one r i gh @l jWe wijwark op oy pggling, moonwalk
brainero. So we 'hhodght o FEPRPErarp@ngs fer gext tipeghough.

the wait was OVER!!! Off to High Point we

went. Please look for the sigmp sheef or next ye

retreat to be posted sometime late this year.

We had a good group attend and the camp was ~  YV'iat @ gieal WEEREIwwm=w=
full. As always it is so cool to see a couple
hundred kids all spending thweeekend

together growing their faith an " Union Lutheran Chur |

strengthening their relationship w Ltalicin IDinmesr Biffet
Jesus. After a quick cabin check it w B
off to our first session. Wow, it w
obvious very quickly we were in for
amazing weekend. The worship lea
did such a great jobetting everyon
involved and the kids were incredib
The singing had such passion it rai
the hair on your neck. What a yo
choir a group of teenagers can be w
they are feeling
bit of anticipation waiting to see wh
the gwest speaker will bringWell | am
here to tell you this onBROUGHT it
ALL!"" He was great! His messag
through all of t
let worrying about your individu
Astuffo, which w
down and get in the way of living yo
life with Jesus. Acknowledge that H
knows what you are going through a
Ahey, hey |l ook a
need. Again his passion and fire was
the chart. Now the five sessions w
the main reason we go on the retr oo S BRI

BUT, i t 6 shappens. Thelel $12/Adults and $6/Children (3-12)/under 3 free
very little down time. Tournaments Froceeds Danel(c.ce Yourh ok Ute

Saturday, April 9, 2016




Youth Group High Point 2016
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| joyl M devotions
Enjoying Sunday A ,

in]the middle of God’s beautv!

raham winning
ntest.

) Rbert Blose rockin’ the
paper airplane contest.

and pop o Megap

Dalgota Haldeman in the who can
low the “Biggest Bubble”

Adult Sunday Schoo
By Cathy Shaffer - Assistant to the Pastor

Join the Happy Hour Gang in Room 1034
(downstairs) at 9:15 AM. There is always a jo
of the day, much laughter and even some leari
anddiscussion!

Aprl 3 1 Come share a | a
Expense! ltés the S
Holy Humor Sunday. Bring a cartoon, tell a jok
and come watch Christian Comedian T
Hawki nsé.

April 10, 17 & 247 Do you remember the movie
i Gosd 6N ot Deado? We | |
leading a Bible Study DVD based on the movi




Clothing, Toys & Household Items Collection

Do you have clothes that “shrank” in your closet?
Do you have a toy closet filled with “lonely” toys?
Don't throw them away!!l!l We can help.

The YOUTH of our congregation will be running a
clothing/toy/bike collection on:

Friday, Aprii 8", 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Saturday, April 9", 8:00 AM to 7-00 PM
Ssunday, Aprit 10", 9:00 AM to 10:30 A1
Monday, Aprii 1177, 9:00 AM to 3:00 PV

Clothing and shoes Accessories:
usable and wearable clothing for pocketbooks, belts, backpacks, hats,
all seasons (men’s, women'’s, chil- scarves
dren’s) briefcases, gloves, ties, shoes, boots
Household items: (made of fabric) ToysS:
blankets, bed sheets, bedspreads, soft toys, hard Toys (no bigger than
pillows stuffed animals, 24"x24"21")
quilts, comforters, Kitchen/bath rag dolls, cars, trucks, airplanes, beanie
table cloths babies, action figures
curtains, towels, bath rugs bicycles, dolls & doll houses

Benefits ULC Youth Ministries

Chyreh, Nei's

Articles for the MayNewsletter
are due to the church office o
or beforeApril 15",




Womends Caf ®

By Lois Steward

\VomenELCA 2

News from Women of the ELCAT Are you
looking forward to spring and the warm weather?
You are not alone. NE PA Women of the ELCA
have been busy planning events for the spring for
the women in our area Lutheran Churches.

The first eventis the NE PA Women of the
ELCA Spring Retreat Saturday, April 9, 2016
from 8:30 AMi 2:00 PM which will be held at
St . Paul 6s Lutheran
theme this year is FIND REST FOR YOUR
SOULT iBe still and
There willbe two workshops, a service project to
make personal care refugee boxes for Lutheran
Congregational Services as well as breakfast and
lunch. Registration cost is $10.00. Registration
forms and more information can be found on the
Womanos Caf ®& indhe hdllveay offn
the Gathering Space. Why not take some time to
find rest for your soul?

Thesecond everns the Northern Lehigh Cluster
Event which will be on Tuesday, April 19, 2016
from 6:30i 8:30 PM to be held at Grace Lutheran
Church, BelfastT he t opi c for
Long Good Byeo,
Dementia. There will be a $3.00 registration fee.
More information wil|l
Café bulletin board.

Planning ahead, the NE PA Women of the ELCA
will hold their Annual Convention on Saturday,
June 11, 2016 at Trinity Lutheran Church in
Lehighton.

SAVE THE DATE 1 Ladies, the Tenth
Triennial Gathering of
be here before we know it. This event will take
place July 137 16, 2017 in Minneapolis,
Minnesota. Registration for the event will begin
in September 2016. Wou
a group from our congregation going to this
event? Just think of how you once enjoyed
slumber parties. This gathering is even better,
with  wonderful speakers, avship, music,

7

Chu ,

workshops and connections with other Lutheran
woman from all over the US. More information
can be found online at welcatg.org. If you are
interested, please let the Church Office know so
that you can be contacted and included in the
plansfor this.

ULC Library
Book Club
% 0 VA, The

The next selection for the boqgk_ club The

knowptihgit o rby mdafie Hagath.-

Anne Morrow, a shy college senior with hidden
literary aspirations, travels to Mexico City to
spend Christmas with héamily. While there
she meets Colonel Charles Lindbergh, fresh off
his celebrated 1927 solo flight across the
bA®4 antic. Captivated by
fame, Anne is certain the aviator has scarcely
noticed her. But she is wrong. Charles sees in
Anne as a kindred spirit. He finds a fellow
adventurer and her world will be changed
forever. They marry in a headlimeaking
wedding. Then Anne becomes the first licensed

1t hbntale Glidefpllot in the Unit8d 'Stas. Although
l ooki nge aacorrﬁ)

llstfed €tis™ @rd O Sther® Bndj
achievements, she is viewed merely as the
bfyv iPPLSd eds Wi f & CaRERINE 5 g
bring heartbreak and hardships. In the end it
pushes her to reconcile her need for love, her
desire for independence, and to embrace, at last,
| i f e 6 s2 possibilitien ifor change and
happiness.
Join usSunday, May 15 at 9:00 AM in the
library to discuss this historical novel on this

Rkt liteljdtindy pfeSeRtd¥ Cthratidh! te

eyes of Mrs. Charles Lindbergh.

l dndt i be great to have



Worship Matters
By Judy Gifford

As people honored Jesus on that first Palm
Sunday by spreading clothes in his path, so now
you have honored Jesus
clothing down the center aisle of our church.

TANZANIA

Meet Hawa

Hawa is a mother and a grag
farmer living in the Ddoma

region of Central Tanzania
Grapes have been a popular ca
crop for decades. Recently, th
region experienced a drough
and farmers like Hawa struggle:
to grow enough to earn ar
income to support their families

WORLD
HUNGER

With support fromELCA World Hunge r, Lutheran
World Relief worked with a farming cooperative to
help 2,000 grape farmers increase crop production
and strengthen the entire cooperative. Experts helped
the farmers improve irrigation, market their grapes
better, connect with buyers, and secumproved
prices.

Farmers also established a seedling nursery to get
plants off to a better start and they learned improved
agricultural techniques, like pruning.

Hawa, now a trained | ead
chair, produces six tons of grapes whshe once
produced only three. Thanks to the training, she
hopes to produce 10 tons.

Sustainable development products like this strengthen
the capacity of smalcale farmers around the world
to make a difference in the quality of life for their
wholecommunity. | t 6 s your
make this work possible. Thank you

by spreading chil dre
THANK YOU!
What a wonder ful s h

the donations of school uniforms & Sprin
Summer clothing for children in th
Allentown School District. 136 pairs of
socks, 82 pairs of underwear, SHirts, 26
school (uniform) shirts, 32 school (uniforn
pants, 1 school (uniform) jumper, 80 to
(nontuniform), 32 bottoms (neaniform), 10
infant wear, 3 coats, additional monets
donations were received.

Just & people honored Jesus on that first P«
Sunday by spreading clothes in his path,
now you have honored Jesus by spreac
childrenbés <cl othing
our church.

gener o

(long or short term)

If you are unable to get to
church and would like a copy of
the weekly service (either videc

or audio), please contact the

church office. We will make

arrangements for someone to
deliver the tapes to you.




