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From the Pastor…
2020 is almost here. For some, it's scary
how quickly 2019 disappeared. For others,
they can't wait to turn the page because this
is the year they plan to graduate or perhaps
get married. In either case, however, who of
us knows what 2020 will bring? Who of us
knows what tomorrow will bring?
If you have ever worried or fretted about the
future, our gracious God has given us a very
powerful verse, nestled right in the middle
of the Old Testament book of Jeremiah. The
prophet Jeremiah was one who had very
good cause to be worried about the future.
Day after day he took a beating because he
stood up for God's truth and proclaimed
God's Word. But God lifted Jeremiah’s eyes
up to see the future and to know the truth
about what was in store for him. God said
to Jeremiah and he says to you:
For surely I know the plans I have for
you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare
and not for harm, to give you a future
with hope. (Jeremiah 29:11)
Talk about comforting and encouraging
words! This is God's ultimate plan for all
believers-a plan that meets its fulfillment in
heaven, and yet believers find fulfillment of
these promises even now. Let's be clear,
God is not promising you win the lottery.
He's not saying that you won't ever get
cancer or some other disease. He's telling
you that HE KNOWS. He knows the planthe ultimate plan-which centers upon
Jesus.

Because of Jesus we have the sure hope of
heaven. Because of Jesus we have a future
that is free from all sin, shame, sorrow and
sadness. Because of Jesus our Savior who
lived and died and rose from the dead, we
don't have to worry or fret about what 2020
will bring. No matter what happens,
through faith in Jesus our future is set. God
knows it and he wants you to know it too.
As we journey into 2020, we can make
plans, we can set goals. Above all, we can
have confidence because our LORD God
knows the ultimate plans he has for us-and
he's already shared them with us! Live in
this confidence and share these promises,
for there are many around us who are
deeply concerned what the future holds.
Tell them about Jesus who knows!

Pastor Camp

HAPPY HOUR
(Adult Discussion Group)
by Cathy Shaffer
One of the best kept
“secrets” of ULC is
our “Happy Hour”.

December 2019
Congregation Council News…

What’s it all about
you may ask???
Happy Hour is a
gathering of adults
who vary from week
to week. Come one week a month or come
every week-it doesn’t matter. Sometimes
we are self-led; sometimes our retired
Pastors lead; sometimes we invite guest
speakers. We enjoy discussion. Share
your view if you like or sit and listen to
others (no pressure to share).
All
viewpoints are respectfully accepted! Be
sure to join us in Room 202 @ 9:15 AM.

By Cathy Shaffer, Assistant to the Pastor
 Financial report: Total giving for 2019
verses 2018 YTD is up 4.49% and
expenses are up .4%. With the influx of
holiday giving, we are hopeful that we will
end the year without a deficit.
 Council approved Brian Geren to fill the 2
year vacant term and Brian Bucks to fill
the 1 year vacant term;
 Pastor reports that we have received
multiple resumes for the Music Director
position. The Search Committee will be
meeting in order to review resumes and
set up interviews;
 Christian Education- Dec. 22nd at 10:30
AM the Sunday School children will offer
“Traditionally Untraditional
Christmas
Pageant”;
 Social Ministry Committee:
purchased
turkeys and hams for NL Food Band
Christmas dinners; investigating how to
help Parkland Cares Food Bank for
summer breakfasts;
 Staff Support Committee met with Pastor
Camp and reported no concerns;
 Worship & Music Committee- reviewed
Christmas Eve worship services &
upcoming music leadership;
 Youth Group- wrapped and delivered gifts
to Jerusalem House, went caroling to 3
homebound members, formed group of 11
youth who will be signing for 8 PM
Christmas Eve worship, baked cookies to
be shared with church family on Dec. 22
fellowship;
 Council will make a donation of $250 from
the Living Legacy Mission Interest Fund to
sponsor the Farm Family Appreciation
Dinner.
 Next Council meeting is Sunday,
January 5th at 11:30 AM in Room 202.

Our weekly topics for January
The first three weeks of January we will be
viewing studies from the “Modern Parables
– Living in the Kingdom of God”. The
series uses short films of the parables to
teach the Bible.
Jan. 5 – “The Widow & the Judge”
Jan. 12 – “The Sower”
Jan. 19 – “Prodigal Sons”
Jan. 26 – Robert Heintzelman of the
Heintzelman Funeral Home will be our
guest.

From The Church Office…
If you are going away for an
extended period of time, please
contact the Church Office. We will
gladly hold your church mail for you
until you return or send it to you if
you have a temporary address.
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Congregation Council January Meeting DATE CHANGE
January 5, 2020 @ 11:30 AM
Congregation Council Meeting is normally held the 3rd Monday of the month.
The Installation of New Congregation Council Members will be at both Worship
Services, Sunday, January 5th.
At 11:30 AM we will begin our January Congregation Council Meeting which will
include our monthly Congregation Meeting and the reorganization of all Council
Members.
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Meet. . .Our New Council Members
by the Communication Committee

Lynne Banzhoff
My name is Lynne Banzhoff
and I’ve been a member of
Union Lutheran for 50 years.
I grew up in the area with my
parents and four brothers.
My mother was the organist at our church for 30+
years. My husband Bob and I live in Schnecksville
where we raised our daughter, Kimberly. Since I
joined the church, I have been an active member of
the congregation serving as council member for three
terms. After 50 years of serving on both the Junior
and Senior Choirs, I continue to sing at our weekly
services in addition to special programs and events.
In addition, I am active in the Fellowship Committee,
Decorating Committee, and Communion Assistant. I
also attend Worship and Music meetings.
For the last 27 years, I have worked for Sodexo where
I am currently a Program Specialist. In this role, I
oversee the Global Chef Program which places chefs
from various countries to travel to the United States
for training and share their native cuisine and culture.
I am also involved with Soup Kitchen and Stop
Hunger for Sodexo.
On a personal note, Bob and I have been married for
40 years and are now proud grandparents to Kendyl
Diane who was born in September of this year. In my
spare time, I coach the youth programs for Parkland
cheerleading, which I have been doing for over 30
years. I enjoy traveling with friends and family, and
I’m looking forward to spoiling my granddaughter.

Brian Bucks
Brian has been a member of Union
Lutheran for 15 years, previously
serving a term as a council
member. He has been a member of
the
Worship
and
Music
Committee, GOD’s Team and Union Chorale. Brian
is currently a member of the Praise Band and is a
youth group advisor, travelling with the group to the
ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston in 2018. Brian’s
wife Jackie is the director of the Learning Ark
Christian Preschool and his daughter Jordan is a

junior at Parkland High School. When not involved in
family or church functions, Brian is an Operations
Manager with Lightning Source in Breinigsville, a
book manufacturing operation. Brian also has three
married children, Justin, Nathan and Courtney, along
with six grandchildren.

Brian Geren
I grew up in New Milford, CT. I
went to Bucknell University and
received a degree in Chemical
Engineering.
I have been
working for Carpenter Company
since 1996. I moved to the
Lehigh Valley in 2003, where I met my wife, Kate.
We were married in 2009 at Muhlenberg Chapel and
have two boys, Jacob and William. We started
coming to Union Lutheran in 2013. I have served on
the Vision 20/20 Committee and the Call Committee.
On a more personal side, I like to swing a wrench. I
started working for my father's construction company
when I was 14. I grew up working with my hands and
these life skills transfer to everything I do. I'm hoping
my two boys follow in my footsteps and learn the life
skills my father taught me. I look forward to being
on the Church Council.

Sally Grim
My family and I have lived in
North Whitehall Township
for 28 years and are members
of Union Lutheran for the last
27 years. I have three children, Nicole, Zach and Jake
as well as four granddaughters. Over the years I have
enjoyed participating in many Union Lutheran
ministries such as Sunday school, Vacation Bible
School, Youth Groups, Social ministries, and
assisting with financial secretary duties. Recently
retiring from Lehigh Career & Technical Institute has
allowed me extra time to pursue new activities and
passions. I am truly looking forward to serving on
Union Lutheran Church Council and thank you for
the opportunity.

School, and I am the Intervention Coordinator and
Gifted Support Teacher at Slatington Elementary in
the Northern Lehigh School District, where I have
been employed since December, 1986. My older son,
Matthew, who works in the field of cyber security,
has recently relocated from Burtonsville, Maryland to
San Antonio, Texas and became engaged in
November. My younger son, Jacob, resides at home
and works for Andesa Services in Fogelsville as a
business operations analyst. I have two dogs, Chloe
and Niko. Dave and I are DVC members and enjoy
visiting Disney World. We also enjoy going to Penn
State football games and spending time in Fenwick
Island, Delaware.

Deb Grundstrom
Thank you for electing me to
church council! Just a little bit
about myself. I have been a
member of ULC since 2009.
Prior to that I attended Grace
Lutheran Church in South
Allentown for 30+ years.
You may have seen me around the office from time
to time. My passion lies in the administrative field.
As a volunteer, I do the weekly printing of worship
bulletins and announcements. Also, data entry of
attendance and anything the office staff may have for
me to do. I am also on one of the teams of offering
counters on a Monday morning. During VBS you’ll
find me typing the nightly parent’s letter and being
the “voice” over the intercom. I also support our
church staff by serving on the Staff Support
Committee.
My hobbies include beaded counted cross-stitch,
reading, walking my dog and watching my
grandchildren.
I look forward to being your voice on church council.
If you should have any comments or concerns, please
do not hesitate to share them with me.

Welcome New Member
Earl Young

Gail Lafferty
I have been a member of
ULC
since
1989.
Previously, I was a
member of Heidelberg
UCC, where I was
baptized and confirmed. I have been a member of the
Fellowship and Worship and Music Committees. I
have taught VBS and helped lead the Junior High
Youth Group. I accompanied the youth to the
National Youth Gathering in San Antonio, Texas
when my older son, Matthew was in Youth Group. I
have been a member of Union Chorale for many years
and for a short while sang with Sounds of Praise. I
also assist the “Decorating Committee.” I currently
serve as the chairperson and liaison to council for the
Christian Education Committee. I also frequently
attend Worship and Music Committee meetings. My
husband, Dave, and I were married on June 20, 1987,
in Transfiguration Lutheran Church in Pottstown.
Dave is an assistant principal at Northampton Middle

Social Ministry Highlights . . .
Hunger Corner
Union Lutheran is very active in the fight
against hunger in both our local community
and across the world. We support the ULC Free
Little Pantry - (located in the entry way),
Northern Lehigh Food Bank, and Parkland
Cares.
Donations of the following items are always
needed:
Toilet paper, [Canned* spaghetti, ravioli,
soups, fruits, meats, vegetables], spaghetti
sauce, pasta, peanut butter, jelly, cereals
personal care items. *Canned items with a pull
top are preferred.
Please place your donations in the shopping
cart in the Gathering Space and our Social
Ministry Team will distribute to those who are
less fortunate!
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6. Skip it - If you don't love it, don't eat it!
7. Slow Down - slow down & enjoy every
bite!
8. Wait for the seconds - If you wait 10
minutes, you'll feel more full & the
temptation for seconds will pass.
9. Focus on a few bites - The first bites are
the most satisfying; enjoy them without
thinking you need the entire dish.
10. Be a little brave - Experiment with new
flavors & seasonings; you might some
new healthy traditions.

Soup Off 2020
Sunday, February 2, 2020 at 11:30 AM
It’s that time of year to HELP US fill empty bowls
for World Hunger at our 10th annual soup/dessert
luncheon SO START SEARCHING through your
recipes and find your prize winning soup and/or
dessert recipe to enter Soup Off 2020. You don’t
need to bake/cook to enjoy this yummy lunch.
Tickets are $10.00 per person or $25.00 for a
family of three or more.
Signup for the soup and dessert contest and/or
order your tickets through the Church Office @
610-767-6884, office@ulclv.org or at the display
on January 12 & 26, so start thinking about your
prize winning recipes.
If you have any questions don’t hesitate to call
Cathy Smith 215-872-4013. Thank you and look
forward to tasting all the soups and desserts with
you.

ULC Journeymen
Christmas Party

All donations go toward ELCA World Hunger.

From the Parish Nurses…
Here are 10 tips to enjoy healthy nutrition
& maintain your weight through the holiday
season.

Girl Scout Movie Night
For: Gold Award Projects in the local community
When: January 10, 2020
Time: 5pm-9pm
Location: Union Lutheran Church
Admission is free.
Concessions will be Available.
Popcorn, Rice Krispy Treats, Candy,
Soda, Nachos and Water
Movies will be in the categories from G- PG for
the children and PG-13 and above for Teens
Movies: TBD
Please sign up with Keaira Lutz or Joann Michael
in the Gathering Space or call 570-691-8578

1. Eat Breakfast - Studies show people who
eat breakfast take in fewer calories
during the day.
2. Plate it - Putting food on a plate, rather
than grazing at a holiday party, helps
you be more mindful of what you're
eating & how much.
3. Portion Control - Use a smaller plate
4. Start with Veggies
5. Choose Proteins - Nuts, low-fat dairy,
legumes, & lean meat.
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ELCA World
Hunger

NEW FUNSTER ACTIVITY

HUNGER IN AMERICA
49 million people in the United
States are unsure where their
next meal will come from. This
number includes 1.6 million
Pennsylvanians, 20,227 of
those living in the Lehigh Valley.

Start the New Year right, and join us for
FREE Fall Prevention Programs
(Two Informational Workshops) (Fall Risk
Assessment, if desired, and Exercises with
an educational component will be available)
right here at Union Lutheran Church, and
sponsored
by
the
Lehigh
County
Department of Aging.

Before November, 2013, the supplemental benefit
program helped families with about $4.50 a day. This
included children, seniors, and people with
disabilities. Now that has been reduced to less than
$4.20. That is why people are turning to
congregations and charities for assistance. Further
cuts have been proposed to congress that would
reduce program benefits by $40 million over 10 years.

Part I – Healthy Steps for Older Adults
Tuesdays, January 21 & 28
1:00 – 3:00 PM
Part II – Healthy Steps in Motion
Tuesdays, February 4 thru April 14
1:00 – 2:00 PM

One of the many myths being circulated is that
congregations and other charities can easily make up
the difference.
The truth is that charitable
organizations have expanded to the point where it
would be difficult to do more.

Attend as many sessions as you can fit into
your schedule.
Flyers and a sign-up sheet can be found in
the Church Office, or contact Carolyn
Bottjer, 610-395-6857, for additional
information or to register for the program.

It is a Lutheran tradition to step up to help neighbors
in need and to speak out to assist them. Your giving
to ELCA World Hunger supports both effective antihunger programs and a strong voice of advocacy with
state and national leaders.

Deadline to sign up is January 7.
TOO MANY OLDER ADULTS ARE INJURED
IN FALLS. LET’S DO ALL WE CAN, SO IT
DOES NOT HAPPEN TO YOU!

What can we do about hunger in America? Learn,
pray, act, advocate, and use the ELCA world
hunger envelopes in the pew racks to give a
generous donation to help the hungry people in
our country.

Get your Gertrude Hawk
Candy Bars in
the Church Office.

Communion Assistants serve at
either the 8:00 AM or the 10:30 AM worship
service (your choice) on a rotating basis.
We would love to have more folks involved.
Please contact the Church Office to either
volunteer or to obtain more information.

Dark chocolate varieties
Solid plain
Raspberry
Mint
Lava cake

Milk chocolate varieties
Solid plain
Caramel
Almond toffee
Sea salt caramel
Crispy

Benefits the Youth Group

8

January 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

Office Closed

5 Epiphany of
Our Lord

6

7

13

8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Christian
Education Hour
10:30 AM Worship

19 2nd Sunday after
Epiphany

8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Christian
Education Hour
10:30 AM Worship

14

6:45 PM Social
Ministry – Room
208
7:00 PM Property
- Room 201

15

16

6:30 PM Glory
Ringers – Nave
7:45 PM Union
Chorale – Nave

February
Newsletter
ARTICLES
DUE

21

22

1:00 – 3:00 PM
Fall Prevention
Program

6:00 – 8:00 PM
Cat Class – Room
201/202
6:30 PM Glory
Ringers – Nave
7:45 PM Union
Chorale – Nave

27

28

29

1:00 – 3:00 PM
Fall Prevention
Program

6:30 PM Glory
Ringers – Nave
7:00 PM Union
Board – Room
202
7:45 PM Union
Chorale – Nave

3

Saturday
4

10

11

6:00 PM GNO
Girls’ Nite Out @
Villa Lentini
6:00 – 10:00 PM
Girl Scout Movie
Night

7:00 AM
Journeymen @
Parkland
Restaurant
10:00 AM Praise
Band Rehearsal
– Nave
4:30-7:00 PM
Chicken Pot Pie
Dinner – Family
Life Center

7:00 PM Staff
Support – Room
201
7:00 PM Worship
& Music
Committee –
Room 202

17

18

6:00 PM GNO
Girls’ Nite Out @
Villa Lentini
(Snow Date)
6:00 PM Geiger
Wedding
Rehearsal

10:00 AM Praise
Band Rehearsal
- Nave
Geiger Wedding
4:30-7:00 PM
Chicken Pot Pie
Dinner – Family
Life Center
(Snow Date)

23

24

25
9:00 AM Learning
Ministry Day @
ULC

30

9

Friday

8:00 AM WOW
(Women of the
Word)-ULC

9

20

8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Christian
Education Hour
9:15 AM Book Club
– Library
9:15 AM Fellowship
Committee – Room
201
10:30 AM Worship

26 3rd Sunday after
Epiphany

2

6:00 – 8:00 PM
Cat Class – Room
201/202
6:30 PM Glory
Ringers – Nave
7:45 PM Union
Chorale – Nave

8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Christian
Education Hour
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM
Congregation
Council – Room
202

12 Baptism of
Our Lord

8

Thursday

31

Your Congregation Council Members
Lynne Banzhoff

Patty Hersh

Brian Bucks

Kim Kuhlman

Dave Geiger

Gail Lafferty

Brian Geren

Kandy Lang

Sally Grim

Jason Marakovits

Debra Grundstrom

Donald Weaver

Treasurers’ Report

November 30, 2019
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You can lay the foundation for ministry for future generations.
Remember Union Lutheran Church in your will.
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Union Evangelical Lutheran Church
Our Mission is to follow Jesus and to serve as He would.
Pastor: The Rev. Gordon A. Camp email: pastor@ulclv.org
Pastor Emeritus: The Rev. Dennis W. Moore
Staff: Cathy C. Shaffer, Assistant to the Pastor email: office@ulclv.org
Donna M. Remaly, Assistant Office Administrator & Newsletter Editor email: office@ulclv.org
Terry P. Hoffman, Sexton
Dorothy Bealer, Parish Nurse
Jane Borbe, Parish Nurse
Church Office Phone: 610-767-6884
Church Office Hours: M, W, F 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM
T, Th 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Email Address: office@ulclv.org
Website: www.ulclv.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ulclv
Lehigh Valley Hospital Church Code #349
St. Luke’s Hospital Church Code #349
Miller Keystone Blood Center #1258 – ULC
Learning Ark Christian Preschool: Jackie Bucks, Preschool Director
Website: www.learningarkpreschool.com
Email address: preschool@ulclv.org
ULC supported missionary: Krystle Moraska-Madrussan & Ignacio Madrussan
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