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November is upon us, and with it comes that annual habit we have in most
churches to focus on giftedness and gratitude. Even though we are gifted every
single day of the year, we seem to focus on November as a particular time to
express our gratitude for such gifts (whether we chalk that up to centuries-old
patterns of harvesting and gathering or the American celebration of giving
thanks on the fourth Thursday in November, I’m not certain). However, here
we are, encouraged to take stock of our giftedness and how we respond to that
awareness of giftedness in our lives, in our congregation, and in the wider
world. Do our lives reflect gratitude for all that God has given to us?
As we approach the Thanksgiving holiday, what will you give thanks and praise
to God for in your life? It’s easy to be thankful for the big gifts that may come
our way in life: the promotion at work, the new car, the special vacation. These
are wonderful things and should be received with thanks, of course. But just as
important – perhaps even more so – are those ordinary, everyday gifts of God in
life that can easily be overlooked or taken for granted: health, loved ones,
employment, just to name a few.
As Thanksgiving draws near, the challenge for
all of us is to move from thanksgiving to
thanksliving. How will a spirit of thankfulness
get lived out in my daily life? What will this
look like in interactions with family members,
neighbors, co-workers, and the person in front
of me in the check-out line? For the child of
God, each and every day becomes an
opportunity to give thanks; it’s so much more
than just one day in late November.
I wish you a wonderful and blessed Thanksgiving holiday, but even more, I pray
that you will come to know the spirit of thanksliving.

Pastor Camp

1

October 2019
Church Council News…

Help Us Grow:
Give Electronically

By Cathy Shaffer, Assistant to the Pastor
 Financial report: Year-to-date giving is ahead of last
year by 6.93%. Expenses YTD are above last year
by 5.87% due in part to having a full-time pastor this
year. We have an YTD deficit of $7,000. Your
continued contributions will help us to thrive;
 Reviewed revised job description for Director of
Music position; discussed Selection Team;
substitute musicians are scheduled through March
2020 (if needed); Church Council will host
fellowship IHO of Sue Hartney;
 Election Day fundraiser – Help needed on Nov. 4 &
5. Proceeds will be divided between the Vision2020
and Future Building Maintenance Funds;
 Dec. 8th worship schedule changed – in order to
have all attend the annual meeting, there will be
only one worship service beginning at 10:00 AM
followed by the annual meeting. Sunday School
will meet from 9 – 9:45 AM;
 Christian Education- Narrative Lectionary based
curriculum is working well; Cat Class attended Fall
Retreat; Youth Fest was attended by 48 youth from
ULC and area churches;
 Property Committee – Floor waxing project is
complete; outdoor cross is stained; damaged pew is
repaired; Fall Clean Up/Work day scheduled for
Nov. 9th 8:30 AM to noon.
 Social Ministry Committee: raised $225 with Hands
for Abby “Graham”, God’s Work Our Hands &
Trunk or Treat were successful; blood drive (Nov.
10);
 Worship & Music Committee- hand bells were
refurbished; reviewed worship services;
 Youth Group- helped at Oktoberfest; took Harvest
Home donations to NL Food Bank & restocked their
shelves; decorated cookies for homebound; created
Noah’s Ark for Trunk or Treat;
 Next Council meeting is Monday, November 18th at
7:00 PM in Room 202.

Give Electronically through our Website.
Scan this QR Code to take you
quickly
to
our
website
(https://ulclv.org/380-2/).
There you can set up a one
time or recurring gift to Union
Lutheran from your checking
or savings account or your
credit or debit card.
Give Electronically through Mobile App.
Giving as easy as downloading an app on your
smartphone… Download the FREE app on your
smart phone. Make a one-time or recurring
donation using your debit/credit card or
checking/savings account. There is an option to
donate the 2.65% processing fee which our
church pays for debit or credit cards.
Gifts can be designated to the General Fund,
Benevolence Funds, Building Maintenance
(HVAC) Fund, Vision 20/20 Campaign and
more.

Miller-Keystone Blood Drive
Sunday, November 10
9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
Sign up in the
Church Office TODAY.

What gifts and skills has God
given you to share?
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Get your Gertrude Hawk Candy Bars
in the Church Office.

by Cathy Shaffer

Dark chocolate
varieties
Solid plain
Raspberry
Mint
Lava cake

One of the best kept “secrets” of ULC is our
“Happy Hour”. What’s it all about you may ask.
. . Happy Hour is a gathering of adults who vary
from week to week (Come one week a month or
come
every
week-it doesn’t matter).
Sometimes we are self-led; sometimes our
retired Pastors lead; sometimes we invite
guest speakers. We enjoy discussion. Share
your view if you like or sit and listen to others
(no pressure to share). All viewpoints are
respectfully accepted! Be sure to join us in
Room 202 from 9:15 – 10:15 AM.

Milk chocolate
varieties
Solid plain
Caramel
Almond toffee
Sea salt caramel
Crispy

Benefits the Youth Group

Our weekly topics:
November 3rd – Russell “Rooster” Valentini serves
as the Allentown School District’s Homeless
Liaison. Rooster will explain the problems of
homeless students and how he strives to help
those students. Rooster shared his story with our
youth at Youth Fest. Come hear his stories and he
might even share one of his poems.

Election Day Fundraiser
Another way to add to the Vision 20/20 and
Building Maintenance funds!
Help prepare baked goods on Monday Nov. 4 and
sell/serve them on Tuesday Nov. 5. The sign-up
sheet is in the hallway.
Buy yummy baked goods on Tuesday Nov. 5
beginning at 7:00 AM until we sell out.
Hotdogs are available for lunch and dinner.

Nov. 10th – Jesus said he was the Alpha and
Omega, the beginning and the end. In other
words, A to Z. On Sunday, November 10, Herb
Gifford will lead a Happy Hour session titled "An
Alphabet of Faith." By selecting 26 words based
on the alphabet, the group will explore the
Christian faith from A to Z. Join us in Room 202 at
9:15 am.

Preorder
shoofly pies, sticky buns, cinnamon swirl bread,
snickerdoodles, chocolate chip cookies, and
M&M cookies.
Call the Church Office (610-767-6884) to reserve
your goodies today.

Nov. 17 & 24 – Kim Kuhlman will lead a discussion
based on the book, Canoeing the Mountains:
Christian Leadership in Uncharted Territory
Written by Tod Bolsinger

This sale is open to everyone, not just voters at
our location!
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Social Ministry Highlights . . .
Parish Nurses

Hunger Corner

by Dottie Bealer & Jane Borbe

Union Lutheran is very active in the fight
against hunger in both our local community and
across the world. We support the ULC Free
Little Pantry - (located in the entry way),
Northern Lehigh Food Bank, and Parkland
Cares.
Donations of the following items are always
needed:
Toilet paper, [Canned* spaghetti, ravioli,
soups, fruits, meats, vegetables], spaghetti
sauce, pasta, peanut butter, jelly, cereals
personal care items. *Canned items with a pull
top are preferred.
Please place your donations in the shopping cart
in the Gathering Space and our Social Ministry
Team will distribute to those who are less
fortunate!

A favorite read from Harvard University…

7 ways to reduce stress and
keep blood pressure down

When it comes to preventing and treating high
blood pressure, one often-overlooked strategy
is managing stress. If you often find yourself
tense and on-edge, try these seven ways to
reduce stress.
1. Get enough sleep. Inadequate or poorquality sleep can negatively affect your
mood, mental alertness, energy level, and
physical health.
2. Learn relaxation techniques. Meditation,
progressive muscle relaxation, guided
imagery, deep breathing exercises, and
yoga are powerful relaxation techniques
and stress-busters.
3. Strengthen your social network. Connect
with others by taking a class, joining an
organization, or participating in a support
group.
4. Hone your time-management skills. The
more efficiently you can juggle work and
family demands, the lower your stress
level.
5. Try to resolve stressful situations if you
can. Don't let stressful situations fester.
Hold family problem-solving sessions and
use negotiation skills at home and at work.
6. Nurture yourself. Treat yourself to a
massage. Truly savor an experience: for
example, eat slowly and really focus on the
taste and sensations of each bite. Take a
walk or a nap, or listen to your favorite
music.
7. Ask for help. Don't be afraid to ask for help
from your spouse, friends, and neighbors.
If stress and anxiety persist, talk to your
doctor.

You are an important piece
of the ULC puzzle!
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ELCA World
Hunger
CAMBODIA
Watermelon farming generates
sustainable income

Gather your Family and Friends:

8

th

Kay Peh and Nouv Vann live in
Kampong Chhnang, where 85%
are farmers. The couple lives on a
plot of land they received through a government land
concession. The intent was that it would provide
people with land on which to build homes and generate
income through agriculture.

Annual Union Lutheran
Holiday Craft Show
November 16
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM

Do your Christmas Shopping and enjoy
the sounds of Christmas.

The next few years were difficult as the land was
covered with stumps and thick bushes. However, in
May 2015, supported by your gifts to ELCA World
Hunger, the family and 524 others received help
clearing their land so it could be used for growing
crops to eat and sell at the market. They put up a fence,
planted fruit trees and built a house. They were able
to grow their first crop of watermelons and sell it for
about $75 U.S.

Over 85 craft sites with homemade
crafts such as: gemstones, wood crafts,
birdhouses,
floral
arrangements,
greeting cards, purses and much more.
Entrance Admission
displays are indoors.

is

free

and

all

Union Lutheran Library
Book Club

Along with watermelons, they now grow spinach,
shallots, pumpkins and other vegetables. They
received 6 hens that have now grown into a flock of 30
chickens. They raise the chickens to sell during the dry
season as a means of support.

by Barb Mahoney
Our next book will be Educated by Tara
Westover. Born to survivalists in the mountains
of Idaho, Tara Westover was seventeen the first
time she set foot in a classroom. Her family was
so isolated from mainstream society that there
was no one to ensure the children received an
education. Nor was there anyone to intervene
when one of her older brothers became violent.
When another brother got himself into college,
Tara decided to try a new kind of life. Her quest
for knowledge transformed her. She traveled
over oceans and across continents, to Harvard
and to Cambridge University. Only then would
she wonder if she’d traveled too far, if there was
still a way home.

A long-standing partner of ELCA World Hunger,
Life With Dignity (LWD) empowers rural
communities such as Kay Peh’s and Nouv Vann’s to
reclaim their rights and engage in sustainable land
management. Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger are
of tremendous help to many people in many places all
around the world.

Start with a Smile at
smile.amazon.com

Join us, Sunday, November
discuss this unforgettable
young girl who, kept out of
survivalist family and goes
from Cambridge University.

When you shop
@AmazonSmile.com
Amazon will make a donation to
Union Evangelical Lutheran Church.
Shop https://smile.amazon.com
today.
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10 at 9:15 AM to
memoir about a
school, leaves her
on to earn a PhD

From the
Director of
Music
Ministries
By Susan Hartney
Those of you who are Baby Boomers, like me,
remember fondly The Mickey Mouse Club. I
loved the Mouseketeers, their skits, and their
songs. The song that ended every episode
started “Now it’s time to say goodbye to all our
company…”

Communion Assistants serve at either
the 8:00 AM or the 10:30 AM worship service
(your choice) on a rotating basis.
We would love to have more folks involved.
Please contact the Church Office to either
volunteer or to obtain more information.

Well, it’s my time to say goodbye to the people
of Union Lutheran Church. Since August 2004,
I have been with you through good times and
bad, through joys and sorrows. I have seen your
children grow up, from baptisms to affirmations
of faith to graduations from high school and
college. I have shared in the excitement and joy
of your weddings. I grieved with you at the
funerals of loved ones; Keith Grim’s funeral was
my first service at Union. We have shared a life
cycle for fifteen years.

From The Church Office…
If you are going away for an
extended period of time, please
contact the Church Office. We will
gladly hold your church mail for you
until you return or send it to you if
you have a temporary address.

Another song comes to mind, one sung by
Frank Sinatra titled My Way, with the lyrics
“Regrets, I have a few…” Those of you who
have come to know me well understand that I
am very hard on myself. The regrets I
experience are typical for me – wanting to do
more, to be more, to serve more.
One final song, a hymn, “I’m going on a
journey”, is a baptismal hymn that summarizes
our lives. I am starting on a journey, one that
ends my professional life with you at Union, one
that begins my new professional life at Jordan
Lutheran Church in Orefield. Be assured that
you all will remain in my prayers. Please keep
me in yours.

Where do I fit into
the ULC puzzle?
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November 2019
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2
8:00 AM WOW
(Women of the
Word) @
Schnecksville Diner
10:00 AM Praise
Band Rehearsal Nave

3 All Saints Day
Pumpkin Sunday
8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Christian
Education Hour
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 PM Christian Ed –
CE Room

10 Twenty-second Sunday
after Pentecost
8:00 AM Worship
8:00 AM – 1:00 PM Blood
Drive
9:15 AM Christian
Education Hour
9:15 AM ULC Library Book
Club
10:30 AM Worship
10:30 AM Staff Support

17 Twenty-third Sunday

4

5

6

Election Day
Bake Sale
Setup

Election Day
Polling Site &
Bake Sale

6:30 PM Glory
Ringers – Nave
7:45 PM Union
Chorale – Nave

11

12

18

after Pentecost
8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Christian
Education Hour
9:30 AM Fellowship –
Room 201
10:30 AM Worship

7:00 PM Council –
Room 202

24 Christ the King

25

7

8

9
7:00 AM Journeymen
@ Parkland
Restaurant
8:30 AM to Noon Fall
Workday

6:45 PM
Social
Ministry –
Room 208
7:00 PM
Property Room 201

13

14

15

16

6:30 PM Glory
Ringers – Nave
7:45 PM Union
Chorale – Nave

6:00 PM ULC
Holiday Craft
Show Setup

3:30 PM – 6:00
PM ULC Holiday
Craft Show
DECEMBER
NEWSLETTER
ARTICLES DUE

10:00 AM Praise
Band Rehearsal –
Nave
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM
ULC Holiday Craft
Show

19

20

21

22

23

7:00 PM Staff
Support – Room
201

26

27

8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Christian
Education Hour
10:30 Worship

7

10:00 AM Praise
Band Rehearsal Nave

28

29

30

Office Closed
Happy
Thanksgiving

Office Closed

10:00 AM Praise
Band Rehearsal Nave

Mark your Calendars

Union Lutheran needs Head Ushers
for the 8:00 AM or 10:30 AM Sunday
service. This is a once per month
commitment to organize and lead the
ushers and assistants for the morning
service. Anyone interested should
please contact Bob Banzhoff, 610-7994880 or the Church Office.

VBS 2020
Monday, June 22 to Friday, June
26

Union Lutheran needs Ushers for the
8:00 AM or 10:30 AM Sunday service.
This is a once per month service on the
1st, 2nd, 3rd or 4th Sunday of the month to
hand out bulletins, take offering and
usher for communion at the morning
service. Please contact the Church
Office and let us know on which week
and service time you are interested in
helping.

Tabs for the Ronald
McDonald House.
Little things can make a difference. We can
help support the Ronald McDonald House in
Philadelphia by collecting beverage tabs.
The funds generated from recycling these
tabs help offset the House’s expenses and
give families with children in the hospital an
affordable place to stay.
The ones on the soup, cat food etc. are good
too. Place your tabs in the can in the
Gathering Space. Thank you so much.
If you have any questions, please feel free to
call me, Cathy Smith 215-872-4013.
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The Learning Ark
Christian Preschool
By Jackie Bucks, Director

We offer OPEN ENROLLMENT
all year round.
It is NEVER TOO LATE TO
REGISTER!
REGISTER NOW for the
2019/20 school year!
To register your child for the 2019/20
school year, please visit our website at
www.learningarkpreschool.com
and
download a registration form today.
(To access the form, go to tuition on
our home page and then click on
registration.)
For more information, or to set an
appointment to visit our preschool,
please call the Church Office at 610767-6884.

Trunk or Treat
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Meet . . . Robert John Banzhoff
by the Communication Committee
When Bob Banzhoff publishes his book, it will probably be titled,
"It's Been Fun." At least, that's what he says about his 28 years of being
a Basketball Official.
Robert John Banzhoff was born in Allentown and grew up in Cetronia.
He is a graduate of Parkland High School and Lehigh County Carbon
Community College. In high school he met Lynne Beck who became his
wife in 1979, three years after they graduated. Their wedding took place
in the old church and was conducted by Pastor Daniel Newhart. They will
be married 40 years in November. Bob and Lynne have a daughter, Kimberly, who lives in
Mountville, PA, where she met her husband Kyle McLaughlin. On September 21 they became
the parents of a baby girl, Kendyl Diane. Bob and Lynne became very proud grandparents and
they feel so blessed.
Lynne Banzhoff is the daughter of Leona Beck, who was for over 25 years the organist at
Union Lutheran. Lynne has worked for Sodexo for 27 years, but her career goes back to the
M.W. Wood Company and before that Mack Trucks and Erie Insurance. Bob is employed by
Airline Hydraulics where he is in Customer Service and Sales. This year he is celebrating his
30th anniversary with the company.
Bob and Lynne are very active in the life of our congregation. She is on Council, the
Fellowship Committee and a choir member for 52 years. Together they are part of the
decorating committee that beautifies our church throughout the year on special occasions. Bob
is a Head Usher and has served on Council in the past. In fact, he was President of the Council
when the Union Church separated in the year 2000. He is a member of the Worship Committee
and part of the Altar Guild. One of his most memorable experiences was when he was a Voting
Member at the Synod Assembly.
The turning point in Bob's life came when he was injured in a basketball game, playing on
Union's Church Team. He says he decided at that time that instead of being a player, he'd
become an official. It takes a lot of work, experience and requires that one be in excellent
physical condition. To be an integral part of the game, but in an inobtrusive way, takes real skill
and talent. Bob has refereed some college games, but his main focus is on high school games in
District 11 of the Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic Association that covers a large number
of schools in quite a few counties.
If you have a lot of time, engage Bob in a conversation about being a basketball referee. Just
be prepared to hear a wide range of stories, some very humorous, and others quite serious. Bob
is a member of the Parkland Alumni and is currently serving on the board.
As a dedicated member of Union, Bob has some concerns about the congregation. He
describes himself as "a traditional guy" but he feels we need to understand and accept that in a
congregation our size there may be differences of opinion. That means we all need to work
together.
The next time you see Bob and Lynne, thank them for their commitment to Union and
be sure to tell Bob you think what he does for our congregation is a Slam Dunk!
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If you enjoy knitting or crocheting, please join
us. If you have any questions feel free to contact
me, Carolyn Bottjer 610-395-6867 or
cbottjer@gmail.com. If you know of someone
who lives out of the area who could use a prayer
shawl, please contact Cathy Smith at 215-8724013 or kckkcsmith@hotmail.com and she will
be happy to mail one for you. You can also
contact her if you would like to deliver one in
person.

Used Clothing Collection
Check out the clothing collection
box located in the lower parking lot.
The box will remain at ULC yearround. Please bring your donations
of gently used clothing, shoes,
belts, hats, bedding, linens, towels,
and drapes in a bag and place them
in the collection box anytime!
Proceeds from the used clothing
collection will continue to benefit
our youth ministries!

Thank You To
Our Office Volunteers

Jane Borbe, Sally Crowe, Thomas Crowe,
Cheryl Fager, Barbara Fung, David Geiger,
Debbie Geiger, Linda Geissinger, Judy
Gifford, Deb Grundstrom, Richard Handwerk,
Don Hoffman, Patti Hoffman, Sandy Hoffman,
Robert Krause, John Krisko, Marion Krisko,
Ellen Miller, Stacey Rice, Richard Ruth, Art
Schneck, Carol Schneck, Shirley Schneck,
Barbara Spohn, Donald and Ruth Weaver.
If you wish to become a member?
Come Join our Church Family. All are
welcome no matter if you are coming from
a Lutheran background or another faith
tradition.
We are so excited for the
opportunity to have you join our ministries.
Becoming a part of our family is simple.
Just contact Pastor Camp or the Church
Office at 610-767-6884 or office@ulclv.org.
Let us welcome you during one of our
upcoming worship services.

Puzzled by all the puzzle
pieces? Stay tuned!!!
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Your Congregation Council Members
Officers

Union Board Representatives

President: Dave Geiger

Vice President: Patty Hersh

Vice President: Patty Hersh

Secretary: Lynne Banzhoff

Secretary: Valerie Snyder

Delegates: Donald Weaver & Kandy Lang

Treasurer: Cathy Shaffer

Alternates: Gail Lafferty & Dave Fermato

Committee Liaisons
Christian Education: Gail Lafferty

Library: Jason Marakovits

Christian Life: Kaiti Snyder

Property: Donald Weaver

Communication: Dave Fermato

Social Ministry: Kandy Lang

Fellowship: Lynne Banzhoff

Staff Support: Patty Hersh

Finance: Charles Mosser, III

Worship & Music: Kim Kuhlman

G.O.D. Team: Valerie Snyder

Treasurer’s Report

September 30, 2019

75% of year complete
Curre nt Pe riod

Ye ar to Date

% of budge t

INCOME:
Unrestricted Contributions
Other Income
Total Income

24,136.50
7.51
24,144.01

235,296.27
622.29
235,918.56

68.20%

34,057.18
(45.00)
34,012.18

266,899.88
(23,950.82)
242,949.06

71.10%

EXPENSES:
Budgeted
Nonbudgeted
Total Expenses
Excess Income over Expenses

(9,868.17)
==========

September Contributions - Vision20/20

4,616.85
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(7,030.50)
==========

Union Evangelical Lutheran Church
Our Mission is to follow Jesus and to serve as He would.
Pastor: The Rev. Gordon A. Camp email: pastor@ulclv.org
Pastor Emeritus: The Rev. Dennis W. Moore
Staff: Cathy C. Shaffer, Assistant to the Pastor email: office@ulclv.org
Donna M. Remaly, Assistant Office Administrator & Newsletter Editor email: office@ulclv.org
Terry P. Hoffman, Sexton
Dorothy Bealer, Parish Nurse
Jane Borbe, Parish Nurse
Church Office Phone: 610-767-6884
Church Office Hours: M, W, F 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM
T, Th 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Email Address: office@ulclv.org
Website: www.ulclv.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ulclv
Lehigh Valley Hospital Church Code #349
St. Luke’s Hospital Church Code #349
Miller Keystone Blood Center #1258 – ULC
Learning Ark Christian Preschool: Jackie Bucks, Preschool Director
Website: www.learningarkpreschool.com
Email address: preschool@ulclv.org
ULC supported missionary: Krystle Moraska-Madrussan & Ignacio Madrussan

You can lay the foundation for ministry for future generations.
Remember Union Lutheran Church in your will.
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