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Troubled Waters
Recently, the image of troubled waters has come to my mind. The term evokes for me
everything from the classic Simon and Garfunkel song, to gospel stories of Jesus and
his disciples on a boat in a storm on the lake. Water in the Bible can symbolize chaos
or deep power, beyond human control. It can also be a place of passage into freedom,
such as the Jordan River or the Red Sea.
In John 5, the pool at Bethesda was a place of healing. The people believed that when
the water was troubled, it held special healing power. They believed that an angel of
the Lord would come and disturb the water. People would wait by the side of the pool
for the water to be disturbed, and the first one in would get the healing.
We can see the waters of life troubled and stirred up all around us. Especially in the
moment we are living as a nation, the thought of water being stirred up as a sign of
healing is powerful. Deep power, moving, with room for us to enter and cross over is
frightening and inviting all at once. It takes courage of faith to trust God in the midst
of all our troubles; pandemic, fear, violence, oppression, rumors, and the list goes on.
Can we see God in the midst of the waters? Is God with us, calling us to a better life?
Reaching out his hand to lead us through the waters to the Promised Land?
I hope we might also trust, God who has promised to lead us through the water. We
have trouble aplenty, to be sure, and the waters in this moment are roiled and
frightening.
So in faith may we sing:
“Wade in the water
Wade in the water, children
Wade in the water
God’s gonna trouble the water”
Take heart and courage as we cross through these troubled waters that are before us
in the power of our gracious God.
Pastor Camp
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Reopening Team report:
 Letter was sent to church family
announcing Sunday outdoor worship
services
 Developing Covid-19 Guidance Plan
for Re-opening
 Discussed need to reach out to ULC
insurance company and attorney for
guidance
Pastor’s report:
 Virtual VBS is receiving great reviews
from our families
 Outdoor worship – tweaking sound
issues, ready for Sunday outdoor
services
 Synod Assembly will be held virtually
in October in order to elect a bishop

Church Council News
Check out the highlights of our Zoom
meeting.
Review of finances:
 Offerings YTD are down by 12.8%
and expenses are lower than last year
by 6.1%. However with the addition
of funds from the Paycheck
Protection Program (PPP), our cash
position is strong enough to absorb
this drop in giving. $7804.70 remains
in the
PPP Fund and will be
transferred to the General Fund in
July to cover payroll expenses. This
transfer will deplete the PPP funds.
We will begin the process to receive
forgiveness of the PPP stimulus loan
from the government.
 Mortgage balance at the end of June
is approximately $36,000.
 Klotz Scholarship – Jay Marakovits
and Josh Dietz are reviewing the four
applicants’ essays and will determine
how to award the $1400 scholarship
money.

Committee reports:
 Property – Terry is painting and
landscaping, removed downed trees
in woodland, elevator inspected
 Social Ministry – food collections
continue, collections for homeless
ministry
well
supported,
ULC
committed to participate in the Adopta-Family Christmas Program
 Worship & Music – reviewed outdoor
worship service, Susan Frickert is
rehearsing with Glory Ringers, a
Union Chorale Quartet, Praise Band
and instrumental soloists, purchased
Chromebook for Music Director’s use.
 Youth Group - meeting via Zoom and
participating in VBS videos.

Next meeting is scheduled for August 17th
at 7 PM location TBD.
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Am I at a higher risk? Some
medical conditions increase the
risk of severe illness from Covid19. Avoiding a gathering of people
may be in your best interest.

Although we are happy to be gathering
for worship, there are a lot of safeguards
that we must take to reduce the risk of
getting and spreading the virus.
Following CDC recommendations, this
is a list of what to expect upon your
return to the church facility.
 We do not plan to open the
building during services at this
time.
The bathrooms will be
available only in the case of
emergency.
 We ask that when you reach the
gathering area that you wear a
face mask. If someone does not
have a face mask, they will be
given one.
 Hand sanitizer will be available.
 Upon arrival, a packet containing
a bulletin and communion
supplies, will be distributed.
Ushers will provide guidance on
where to sit.
 Seating will be arranged to
accommodate
6-ft
physical
distancing. People from the same
household can be in groups
together and don’t need to be 6
feet apart.
 Unfortunately, we must avoid
practices known to spread the
virus more widely, such as
congregational or choral singing,
unison speaking, speaking loudly,
and shouting. This is a significant
change from what we are used to,
and it will shorten the service.

Resuming Sunday Services
The Reopening Team discussed bringing
back in-person worship at ULC. We
talked about how Jesus wants us to love
our neighbor and decided that the most
loving and safest way to hold worship
services at this time are to hold services
outdoors.
We are planning to begin Sunday
services again! On Sunday, July 26, at
9:00 AM, we will start services in the
outdoor worship area. We chose the
outdoors because studies have shown
the Covid-19 virus spreads more
indoors, and it is a large task to disinfect
the inside of the church after
gatherings.
Please keep in mind that we all need to
care for ourselves and each other.
Those who do not feel safe, or who have
compromising health conditions, should
not attend. If you are questioning going
to church, please remember that online
services will continue to be available.
Before attending a service, please ask
yourself these questions:
 Do I feel sick? If the answer is yes,
then you should stay home.
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Covid-19 situation. In the meanwhile,
please do not hesitate to call the church
office at 610-767-6884 or Pastor Camp
at 610-554-8061.

Communion will be blessed by the
pastor, but the administering of
the bread and wine will be selfserve.
Offerings can be left in a basket as
you arrive or depart.
If you attended a service and later
believe you have Covid-19, please
let the office or pastor know. Any
information you provide will be
kept confidential.

We’ve made it this far. We look forward
to seeing you.
Blessings,
Reopening Team & Church Council
Union Lutheran Church

Worship Schedule
Wednesday
Sunday
Sunday
Wednesday
Sunday
Sunday
Wednesday
Sunday
Sunday

July 22nd
July 26th
August 2
August 5
August 9
August 16
August 19
August 23
August 30

7
9
9
7
9
9
7
9
9

PM
AM
AM
PM
AM
AM
PM
AM
AM

outdoors
outdoors
outdoors
outdoors
outdoors
outdoors
outdoors
outdoors
outdoors

Wafer & juice Communion Cups will be
used to celebrate Holy Communion at
our outdoor worship services

In the event of rain, outdoor worship
will be cancelled

“I wish to thank my church family
for all of your many cards and
prayers since the passing of my
precious daughter, Jen. I felt the
love in each and every card, which
has helped me to get through this
rough time.”

Remember, our online worship services
will continue to be emailed to you every
Sunday morning and Wednesday
evening and posted on the church’s
website at www.ulclv.org. Click on the
blue button “Click here for Virtual
Worship”

With deep gratitude,
Deb Grundstrom

Additionally, you can listen to Pastor
Camp’s weekly scripture reading and
sermon by calling 610-885-8237. This
phone call is free and will allow those
who do not have access to a computer to
hear Pastor’s weekly message.
Our Reopening Team and Church
Council are constantly monitoring the
4

How can you keep the ministries of
ULC thriving?

Lil Pantry – We are so blessed to be able
to help our community by providing food in
our Lil Pantry. It is being used heavily.
How can you help? Either drop off your
food donations directly to the Lil Pantry or
mail a check to Union Lutheran Church.
We will purchase food and restock as
needed.

Please consider helping to maintain our
financial health by contributing to ULC in one
of the following ways
1. Simply use an envelope from your
packet and mail your offering to:
Union Lutheran Church
5500 RT 873
Schnecksville PA 18078
2. To give your offering electronically, go
to our website: www.ulclv.org and
click on the Give tab or simply follow
this link: https://ulclv.org/give/
3. Amazon Smile – Shop at
smile.amazon.com/ch/23-1507824 and
Amazon donates to Union Lutheran
Church.

Women of the Word
"WOW" (Women of the Word) Bible Study
continues to meet! We use Zoom to hold a
virtual Bible study. To join our next meeting,
please
contact
Linda
at
crebuck@hotmail.com. She will share the
Zoom invite.
We use Bible Studies which appear in the
monthly magazine, GATHER, which is
produced by the Women of the ELCA
(WELCA).

Northern Lehigh Food Bank and the
Parkland Cares Pantry help to serve the
food needs of our extended local
communities. Since our building is currently
closed, it is difficult to drop off food
donations. Dianne Gillikin has volunteered
her front porch as a drop off spot. Dianne
and Carl live only a minute or two from the
church at 5168 Stahley Dr. Schnecksville.
Place your bags on their porch and Dianne
will ensure that your donations get to the
food banks.
Urgent needs are: peanut butter, jelly,
cereal, pasta, pasta sauce, soup, crackers,
rice, beans, syrup, pancake mix, and toilet
paper, but all donations are appreciated
and useful!
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Glory Ringers

and worship experiences, waterfront time,
guided hikes, nature center exploration and
plenty of opportunities for family games and
individual activities. In the lead-up to Labor
Day Weekend, we will be monitoring local
and national guidelines for safe gatherings
and scheduled activities are subject to
change.

Check out the masks that Susan Frickert
purchased for our Glory Ringers to wear.
The masks made their “debut” in the Virtual
Worship Service video which was released
on July 26th.

Meals for the weekend will be served “carry
out style” with each family being able to
choose to dine at many of our wonderful
picnic tables throughout camp. The first
meal of the weekend will be Saturday
breakfast and we will continue until Monday
lunch.
Cabin accommodations will be available on a
first-come, first-served basis. Retreat Center
cabins have private bathrooms and
accommodate up to 12 individuals. East and
South Program Site Cabins share a program
building with restrooms and showers and
will be cleaned daily by BCC staff. Program
Sites cabins accommodate up to 10
individuals.
https://www.bearcreekcamp.org/familycamps/

Click Here for Registration
and More Info!
Bear Creek Camp
Family Vacation Rentals!
Labor Day Family Camp

Cabins and tent spots are still available with
optional food service between now and August
9th. We've had so much fun exploring camp,
swimming in the lake, eating delicious food, and
spending safely socialized time around the
campfire. Reservations can be made by calling the
camp office 570-472-3741.
https://www.bearcreekcamp.org/family-vacationrentals/

Building upon the success of our Family
Vacation Rentals, we are proud to be able to
offer a safe, healthy space for families to
enjoy time together as the calendar turns
toward fall. During this fun-filled, extended
weekend, families will be able to experience
many of the amazing things that Bear Creek
Camp has to offer. Safely socialized
programming options will include devotions

Click Here for More Info!
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By Liz Marakovits & Cathy Shaffer,
Co-coordinators



Vacation Bible School 2020, our first virtual
VBS, will be remembered for years to come.
For five Wednesdays this summer, we
emailed a YouTube video link directly to the
“living rooms” of our children in both our
church family and our community. Each
week’s video included songs and stories
from Rocky Railroad along with many skits
and cameos from our Union Lutheran
Church Family.





Thank you to everyone who helped share
the VBS message - “Jesus Power Will Pull
Us Through!”

things – Trust Jesus!”
David, Kandy & Sarah Lang & their
trusty boat in Set Sail story
“Jesus power gives us hope – Trust
Jesus!”
Kuhlman Family – Peter Heals
“Jesus power helps us be bold.
Trust Jesus!”
Sierra Hohenshilt sang to us about
Jesus’ Resurrection
“Jesus’ power lets us live forever.
Trust Jesus!”
Sam & Jake Rittle – I am not letting
my sister come through the door
skit!!!
“Jesus’ power helps us be good
friends. Trust Jesus!”

Terry Hoffman – builder of our train and train
station

Josh Dietz – our weekly host
Liz, Luke & Anna Marakovits – game
leaders

Pastor Camp & his many “friends” especially
Pharaoh

Bible Point Teams – Trust Jesus










Bailey & Katy Miller – Can you trust
your sister to catch you?
“Jesus’ power helps us do hard

Susan Frickert – Got us pumped up every
week to sing our favorite VBS song ever,
“Pharaoh Pharaoh”

Jordan Bucks
Bailey & Katy Miller
Ella & Finn Stauter
Bauer Family
Joann Michael, Keaira & J.R.
Hayden & Dena Gabel
Elias & Adelaide Miller
Graham Family
Sam & Jake Rittle

Katie Stauter – our producer - We could
have never done all of “that technical stuff”
without you!
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If you did not get the chance to check out
VBS 2020, click on the links below and
find out how “Jesus Power Will Pull Us
Through”.
Week =One
https://youtu.be/I8g3st7pauM
WeekTwo
https://youtu.be/53Y-YJhb1hE
Week Three
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K7z
qwfaxnzw&feature=youtu.be
Week Four-Check Website for the link
Week Five- Check Website for the link
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Hope creates opportunities for both jobs and
community in San Francisco
This is just one example of the many
ministries that are
supported by your
generous gifts to
ELCA World Hunger.

ELCA WORLD HUNGER
SAN FRANCISCO
Farming Hope

For Jamie Stark, a lay mission developer in
the Bay Area of California, the call to play a
role in God’s plan began when he first
learned about Holy Communion and the idea
of “food as a gateway to God.” Inspired by
the work he saw in El Salvador, Jamie
moved to the Bay Area and co-founded
Farming Hope, a farm-to-table job-training
nonprofit organization, which is supported by
ELCA World Hunger and the Sierra Pacific
Synod.
Farming Hope provides transitional
employment and job training to unhoused
and low-income people in the community. As
part of the program, participants learn to
farm, grow and cook food — job skills and
life skills that can help them earn a living to
support themselves and their families. Once
the program is completed, Farming Hope
helps graduates find employment.
Farming Hope might not look like a
church, but as Jamie describes it, “it is a holy
place,” a place where relationships are
formed and community is nurtured while
basic vocational needs are met. Jamie’s
vision of food as a gateway to God and the
restoration of relationships that God intends
is at the core of Farming Hope’s work.
“When I sit at a table at Farming
Hope’s restaurant in San Francisco
(Manny’s), if I open my eyes, I see
communion exactly as Jesus of Nazareth
intended it to be — friends, eating together
and all are welcome.” For Jamie, seeing
Holy Communion in this way, and being
inspired by the work he witnessed in El
Salvador, fostered hope that by focusing on
relationships built through food, Farming

by Judy Gifford

The Vision20/20 campaign began almost 3
years ago with the purpose of paying off the
church mortgage and setting funds aside for
future building maintenance.
We ended May with a mortgage balance of
$40,421.65.
Through all of your donations in June we are
ending the month with a mortgage

balance of $35,511.32

- a decrease

of $4,910.33. Way to go!

Let’s pay it off
completely!!
Keep those contributions to the
Vision20/20 Fund coming.
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GRAND
OPENING
Come see the parks that we
built!!
We will be having our
opening ceremony on
August 22, 2020 at
Kolapechka Park
4158 Coffeetown Rd
Allentown, PA 18104

Update from the ELCA regarding
the 2021 Gathering:
After much prayer and consideration, we
have decided to postpone next summer’s
ELCA Youth Gathering to 2022 due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

As per the guidelines of the CDC and our
Governor we can only allow 250 people at this
event. If you want to attend you have to RSVP
by August 15, 2020 we will be serving water
and Hotdogs.

The 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering will be
held July 24-28, 2022, in Minneapolis.
We give thanks for your prayers and patience
as we have worked through the details with
our partners in Minneapolis and across the
country. We hope that by postponing the
Gathering for a year, individuals and
congregations will feel more comfortable and
prepared to attend the Gathering in 2022.

Call/Text in Advance
Joann Michael: 570-691-8578 or
Sherri Mericle 610-739-7049

For more information about the 2022
Gathering, please visit
elca.org/YouthGathering/COVID19. We will
be updating our website and social media as
more details become available.
We look forward to seeing you and
experiencing the boundlessness of God in
Minneapolis in 2022!
#ELCAYG2022

Girl Scout Gold Award Project
Awareness
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Your registration and contribution for
this event supports Katie Mericle and
Keaira Lutz in achieving their gold
award projects; a handicap accessible
playground and a dog park BOTH in
our local community to be completed
by August of 2020.

To be held online!
Dates & Times:
Friday, October 16, 7:00-9:30 p.m.
Sunday, October 18, 2:00-4:30 p.m.
Friday, October 23, 7:00-9:30 p.m.
Saturday, October 24, 9:30-11:45
a.m.
and 1:30-4:00 p.m.
ULC is searching for
Virtual Delegates
One male &
One Female

Photo of the Dog Park

Contact the church office if you
are interested or to request more
info.
610-767-6884
pastor@ulclv.org

Photo of Handicapped Accessible
Playground
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Union Evangelical Lutheran Church
5500 Route 873
Schnecksville, PA 18078
610-767-6884 Church Office

Our Mission is to follow Jesus and serve as He would.
Pastor:

Staff:

The Rev. Gordon A. Camp
email: pastor@ulclv.org
cell: 610-554-8061

Cathy C. Shaffer, Asst. to the Pastor
Susan L. Frickert, Director of Music
Katie Stauter, Asst. Office Administrator
Terry P. Hoffman, Sexton
Dorothy Bealer & Jane Borbe, Parish Nurses

Pastor Emeritus:
The Rev. Dennis W. Moore

Your Congregation Council Members
Officers

Union Board Representatives

President: Dave Geiger
Vice President: Patty Hersh
Secretary: Kandy Lang
Treasurer: Cathy Shaffer

President: Donald Weaver
Secretary: Brian Geren
Delegates: Lynne Banzhoff & Patty Hersh
Alternates: Debra Grundstrom & Gail Lafferty

Committee Liaisons
Christian Education: Gail Lafferty
Christian Life: Kim Kuhlman
Communication: Brian Geren
Fellowship: Brian Bucks
Finance: Jay Marakovits

Library: Sally Grim
Property: Donald Weaver
Social Ministry: Patty Hersh & Kandy Lang
Staff Support: Debra Grundstrom
Worship & Music: Lynne Banzhoff

Office Hours: M,W,F – 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM; T, Thr – 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Website: www.ulclv.org
email: office @ulclv.org
Facebook.com/ulclv
Lehigh Valley Hospital & St. Luke’s Hospital Church Code #349
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