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Ash Wednesday starts Lent by focusing our hearts on repentance and prayer, through confession of our sin and need for
God’s mercy.
Lent is a 40-day season (not counting Sundays) marked by repentance, fasting, reflection, and ultimately celebration. The 40
-day period represents Christ’s time of temptation in the wilderness, where he fasted and where Satan tempted him. Lent
asks believers to set aside time each year for similar fasting,
marking an intentional season of focus on Christ’s life, ministry, sacrifice, and resurrection.
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“Our Mission is to follow Jesus and serve as He would.”

The ashes symbolize two main things: death and repentance.
Ashes are equivalent to dust, and human flesh is composed of
dust (Genesis 2:7).
When we receive ashes, we are saying that we are sorry for our
sins, and that we want to use the season of Lent to correct our
faults, purify our hearts, control our desires and grow in holiness so we will be prepared to celebrate Easter with great joy.
With this focus on our own mortality and sinfulness, we can
enter into the Lenten season solemnly, while also looking forward in greater anticipation and joy of the message of Easter
and Christ’s ultimate victory over sin and death.

Pastor Camp

ELCA WORLD
HUNGER
Kenya
Raised in a Maasai community in Kenya, Evelyne was
first exposed to the Women’s Literacy Program of the Kenya Evangelical Lutheran Church (KELC) while attending a
seminar on girls’ rights. Only 14 years old at the time, she
was preparing to start high school, even as her father was
arranging for her to marry into a polygamous marriage
with a much older man.
Evelyne tried to explain to her father that she wanted
to continue her studies, but he refused to listen. With only
two days remaining before her wedding, Evelyne reached
out to Alice Mwarginga, coordinator of the women’s department at KELC. Alice, alongside her church, began
working with Evelyne to help her leave her situation and
continue her education. With the help of police, she
moved to a nearby community. The marriage was called
off, but her father was furious and refused to welcome her
back home.
Evelyne was safe, but she needed support to realize her
dream of a high school education. Through the Women’s
Literacy Program, supported by ELCA World Hunger, KELC
has been able to provide her with fees and other resources needed to attend secondary school. Evelyne has
thrived in her studies, and her teachers praise her hard
work and good grades, certain she has a bright future
ahead.
Eventually, church leaders and community elders
worked with Evelyne as she mended her relationship with
her father. Seeing what a strong, intelligent woman she
had become, he acknowledged that continuing her education had been the right choice for her, and gave her a traditional blessing to encourage her to succeed in school.
“The program has given me a sense of joy and fulfillment that I can give hope to the hopeless girls who are
being oppressed,” Evelyne said. “It has given me a reason
to work hard and help to improve the lives of others."
Your generous gifts to ELCA World Hunger make stories
like Evelyne's possible.

Just a Heartfelt Thank You
to anyone who donated
items for Our Little Pantry.
Our Pantry is being heavily
used and you who donated
bring home the phrase
“Neighbors Helping Neighbors”. We thank you again
for your generosity.
Also, thank you to those
who do the shopping or fill
up the Pantry. There are
days the Pantry must be
filled up multiple times.
We have a dedicated crew
working on this job.
If you have any questions
just ask . We will be glad to
answer them and also feel
free to make any suggestions. Again, THANK YOU.
Submitted by, Irene Folk

Lenten Series...
QUESTIONS IN THE WILDERNESS

Wednesday evenings in Lent we
will gather virtually to participate
in a Holden Evening Prayer Service and brief mediation. Bulletins will be digital and sent along
with the video link via email at 7
pm each evening. Or can be
found on our website,
www.ulclv.org and our FaceBook
page, @unionlutheranchurch
Since we are not able to gather
together to have soup and fellowship, included will be recipe cards
for a soup and bread of the week,
to prepare at your home.
A separate mailing with the
service bulletin and ashes
will be sent to your homes
to use in the virtual Ash
Wednesday service,
February 17th at 7pm.

Life in a fallen world is a life where we
often experience the wilderness—and
God’s people aren’t spared. Sometimes
we end up in the desert because of our
own sin, and sometimes God leads us
into the wilderness (just like He did with
Israel and Jesus) to test our hearts and
refine our faith. Lent is a kind of voluntary entering into the wilderness, as we
invite God to refine our confidence in
Him. In this series, we consider five key
questions that emerge in the wilderness.

Week 1: WHAT HAVE WE DONE?
Genesis 3:1-7
Week 2: WILL GOD SHOW UP?
Psalm 38:15-22
Week 3: WHERE IS GOD LEADING?
Matthew 4:1-4
Week 4: HOW CAN I GET CLEAN?
Psalm 51:7-12
Week 5: WHAT WILL NOURISH MY
FAITH? Matthew 26:26-29

Feb.17th—Ash Wednesday
Feb. 24th, Mar. 3rd, Mar.10th,
Mar. 17th, Mar. 24th

Join us for
“Drive Thru
Communion”
February 7th & 21st
Pastor Camp will offer
Holy Communion.
Come anytime between
11:00 AM to noon.
Enter the parking lot and
proceed to the covered
entrance way. There
Pastor will offer prayers,
communion and a
blessing.
Communion will be
served using individual
sealed cups which in-

Greetings to all participating churches of
the Northern Lehigh Food Bank,
Pastors, Board Members and Volunteers.
Happy New Year to everyone. As stated
previously, Dale Breyfogle will be retiring at the
end of March as Director of the food bank. Her
years of service of feeding families in the community have been such a value to us all. Her
leadership over the years has grown the food
bank into what we all see today. A fully stocked
food bank that provides a generous number of
groceries, toiletries, fresh fruit, and vegetables,
baked goods, milk, bread, eggs, frozen meats,
and more to over 220 families a month.
We encourage everyone to send her "cards
of well wishes" for her upcoming retirement and
"tons of thanks" for her years of service to the
Northern Lehigh Food Bank. Gift cards to local
restaurants, businesses, food stores, or visa
cards make good gifts to add to these cards.
Cards should be sent to:
The Northern Lehigh Food Bank
c/o Dale Breyfogle
PO Box 255
7884 Center Street
Slatington, PA 18080
We would normally have given Dale a special
send-off party but due to the pandemic, our
plans had to be altered. We hope everyone will
send a card of thanks to Dale starting March 15 March 31, 2021.

An update on the search process: Advertisements for the position have been posted in several newspapers. Responses have come in slowly. Interviews will begin next week and continue
as needed. More information will follow in February.
Peace to all,
Phil, Julie, Karlene, Pastor Jim

Council Report
New Council Members Welcomed
Review of finances—
Givings for December were lower than last December by 33.5% as the weather was bad in addition
to not having in church services. YTD givings are
lower than 2019 by 7.5%. YTD givings with PPP
are higher than last year by 5.5%.
Expenses for December are higher than last December by 18.4% as worship/music and youth
ministry were substantially higher than last
year. YTD expenses are lower than last year by
6.3% as personnel and mortgage expenses were
much lower.
As a result our monthly income was much lower in
December of 2020 but our YTD income in 2020
of $51,281 is more than 4 times 2019 income.
Council decided to pay off the remaining mortgage
balance of $5468.39 using rental income.
Fellowship
Advent packets were delivered to members, Lenten
packets are being prepared
Social Ministry Committee
distributing food collected in Advent Boxes; collecting canned soup for Souper Bowl Challenge
Worship & Music
hand bells polished & additional tables bought for
new players

Pastor’s Report
-thanked everyone who
helped during the Christmas
Eve worship services, Lenten
preparations are underway,
Confirmation, First Communion are scheduled
-Ash Wednesday worship will
be online with families receiving worship bulletin and ashes via mail;

The newest member
of the

Union Lutheran
Family

-Maundy Thursday and Good
Friday worship to be held in
parking lot; 2 services on
Easter

Join us on Sunday, February
17th following the outdoor worship service, for our Bi-annual
meeting. Purpose of this meeting is to review the annual reports. This is an open agenda
meeting.

Next Meeting

February
Feb. 15th
7 PM via
Zoom

William Dimmich
“Bill”

Dorothy Stephen,
mother of Denise Geiger

Book Club

-

Trevor Noah’s book - Born a
Crime: Stories from a South
African Childhood on Monday,
March 1 @ 7 pm via Zoom.
WOW (Women of the Word) Bible Study
...please consider joining us for our monthly bible study via Zoom! Our next "meeting"
is Saturday, February 6, at 8 a.m. In
this second of a series of four, we will
continue our discussion of angels concentrating on heavenly beings who
serve as witnesses and agents of warning for the people of God.
Please call Linda Rebuck at 610-613-6196
or email at crebuck@hotmail.com OR Linda.rebuck@gmail.com to make arrangements or learn more. We’d love to “see”
you!

Christian

Education

To all male
Members of ULC
The Journeymen—this is the men’s ministry group of Union Lutheran Church,
and YES, you are already a member!
To: All the Men of Union Lutheran

MEN’S RETREAT
SAVE THE DATE
FEBRUARY 13, 2021
At this time, the plan is to hold our
Men’s Retreat via ZOOM. We will have a
link for all to join.
Please plan on being with us for a day
to recharge in God’s Word, a day with
the focus on the positive aspects of our
world.

Cold outside? Warm your
heart with our weekly Sun- If you have any questions, please conday School lessons! Come tact:
sing, laugh, and learn about Ron Pugh, Journeymen
Secretary
God with us!

Join us on Zoom every
Sunday morning at 10:30
AM. Zoom links are
emailed weekly.
What’s happening in
Happy Hour in February?...Watch for the
weekly emails for topic
of the week!

The memoir of one man’s coming-of-age, set during the twilight of apartheid and the tumultuous
days of freedom that followed.
Trevor Noah’s unlikely path from apartheid
South Africa to the desk of The Daily Show began
with a criminal act: his birth. Trevor was born
to a white Swiss father and a black Xhosa mother at a time when such a union was punishable
by five years in prison. Living proof of his parents’ indiscretion, Trevor was kept mostly indoors for the earliest years of his life, bound by
the extreme and often absurd measures his
mother took to hide him from a government that
could, at any moment, steal him away. Finally
liberated by the end of South Africa’s tyrannical
white rule, Trevor and his mother set forth on a
grand adventure, living openly and freely and
embracing the opportunities won by a centurieslong struggle.
Born a Crime is the story of a mischievous young
boy who grows into a restless young man as he
struggles to find himself in a world where he was
never supposed to exist. It is also the story of that
young man’s relationship with his fearless, rebellious, and fervently religious mother—his teammate, a woman determined to save her son from
the cycle of poverty, violence, and abuse that
would ultimately threaten her own life.

Contact the church office or email
Barb Mahoney at bjsm2@ptd.net
to get the Zoom invitation.

COVID-19 Vaccines
LVHN: 484-884-1767
St. Lukes: 1-866-785-8537

