
LUTHERAN LETTER 

Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into 

practice. And the God of peace will be with you. (Philippians 4:9) 

 

Paul’s letter to the Philippians is often referred to as the “epistle of joy.” In the let-

ter’s 104 verses, he uses the word joy and rejoicing sixteen times, weaving those 

ideas in and out of everything he says.  

What’s remarkable to consider is that Paul wrote this letter while sitting in a Ro-

man jail. Even though his circumstances were less than ideal, Paul found rea-

sons not only to rejoice, but to motivate others to do so as well.  

In the Christian life, we regularly find ourselves in spiritually less than ideal cir-

cumstances. We struggle with doubts, discouragement, or simply the feeling of 

being “burned out.”  

During these times it’s important to remember what having joy is and what it is 

not. We often think of joy as the absence of that which is undesirable. Instead, as 

Paul’s example shows, we should think of joy as the presence of that which is de-

sirable; namely, the presence of Jesus Christ in our lives through the Holy Spirit.  

For Paul, what made joy possible was not the absence of a jail cell’s confinement, 

but the presence of Christ with him in that jail cell. And because Paul knew joy, 

even in that time of confinement, he had the confi-

dence that the work Christ was doing in him would 

someday be completed.  

This is what joy does: joy enables us to live with 

confidence in God’s plan. Joy does not magically 

make all aspects of our lives perfect. But it does 

help us claim the promises of God given to us in 

Christ.  

Let’s hold on to that promise! 

Union Evangelical Lutheran Church August 2021 
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Girl’s Nite Out 
Blanche, Dorothy and the other 

Golden Girls may not be there, but 

you surely don’t want to miss a 

night out with other ladies from 

ULC! 

15 months has been long enough.   

Let’s get back into  

our monthly GNO!   

 

Join us:   

August 6, 2021 6pm at DiFiore’s.   

You order off the menu and pay for 

your meal.   

Call the office,                                  

so that we can reserve a seat for 

you!  

 

 

IN PErSON! 

Join us the 2nd Saturday of 

each month at the  

Parkland Diner!   

7am— first breakfast is 

FREE!   

No obligations, ONLY food, 

fellowship and outreach  

(planning and programming 

optional!) 
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CARNEGIE’S MAID  

by Marie Benedict 
 
Emigrating to America from Ireland in the 
1860’s,  
Clara Kelley is not who they think she is. 
She’s not the experienced Irish maid who 
was hired to work in one of Pittsburgh’s grandest households. She’s 
a poor farmer’s daughter with nowhere to go and nothing in her 
pockets. But the other Clara Kelley has vanished, and pretending to 
be her just might get Clara some money to send back home. 
If she can keep up the ruse, that is. Serving as a lady’s maid in the 
household of Andrew Carnegie requires skills she doesn’t have, an-
swering to an icy mistress who rules her sons and her domain with 
an iron fist. What Clara does have is a resolve as strong as the steel 
Pittsburgh is becoming famous for. That may be more valuable to 
her than all the Carnegies’ money. Carnegie’s Maid is a tale of the 
brilliant woman who may have inspired Andrew Carnegie’s trans-
formation from ruthless industrialist to the world’s first true philan-
thropist. 
 
Join us on Monday, September 26 @ 7 pm in the library to discuss 
the strength of women as they navigate the new world no matter 
what their station in life. 
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This year’s VBS mission project was to collect school sup-

plies for children in our community.  Look at all that was 

collected with the help of VBS families, The Social Ministry 

Team and YOU!  Great job, ULC!!!  This load will be 

dropped off at the Northern Lehigh Foodbank and will help 

our neighbors be prepared for the school year this Fall.  

There were so many more donations that didn’t even 

make the top photo!!! 

All packed up and ready to  

be delivered!!! 
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Review of finances-  

Givings for June were lower than last year by 13.6%.  Total givings for 
June YTD 2021 is higher than last year by 3.7%.      Last May we recog-
nized $44,538 in miscellaneous income due to the PPP program. As a re-
sult, total income for the month of June YTD 2021 is lower than last year 
by 12.4%.    

Expenses for the month are virtually equal to last year and YTD expenses 
are higher than last year by 12.4%.   YTD  personnel expenses are much 
higher than last year due to a full complement of salary personnel.   As a 
result, June experienced a loss of $4,678 vs. last years loss of 
$1,382.  YTD 2021 gain of $6,111 is also lower than last year’s gain of 
$47,358 due to PPP income recognized in May 2020.   

Christian Life 

Creating a series of videos to make people aware of and the need to sup-
port the Building Maintenance Fund.  

Planning for the Fall Stewardship Campaign, “Reconnecting”. 

Updating the current website to reflect an emphases on the ministries and 
ways to be involved in the mission of the church.   

Library 

Book fest to return September 12
th
 in the FLC. There will be opportunities 

for volunteers to help set up prior to the fest. Looking to build a “Little Free 
Library” outside under the portico, property committee will work with them 
to implement. 

Social Ministry 

The much needed and used “Little Pantry” will be getting a makeover to 
repair some water damaged areas. 
 

Worship & Music 

Indoor worship has returned, we are averaging over 100 for inside and 10-
12 people worshiping outside. An Organ Committee is being formed to 
evaluate and recommend any changes to our current organ. 

 

Council Report Highlights from July - Church Council Meeting 

Next Meeting August 16, 2021  

at 7 pm  
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Bible Study  

 

will be taking a short hiatus and resume in September 

when, maybe, just maybe, we'll be able to meet in 

person!  Let's pray and keep our fingers 

crossed!  Thanks to everyone for their support and 

participation.                                      Linda Rebuck 
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ELCA WORLD HUNGER 

The Numbers Tell the Worldwide Story 
 
 
In the year 2020, thanks to your generous gifts to ELCA World Hunger, 
here's a list of some of the projects - by the numbers - to show you what 
was able to be done because of your giving. 
 
3 boreholes in Zimbabwe, drilled for clean water access. 
4 newborn cows for a dairy farm in Senegal where their milk not only 
fed the hungry, but allowed the farmers to sell milk to increase their in-
come for a better life. 
8 vulnerable families in Hungary trained to produce vegetables organi-
cally in their backyards. 
26 scholarships for students in the International Women Leaders pro-
gram. 
26 fully stocked fish ponds serving 157 families in Malawi. 
37 gardens yielding fresh produce for neighbors in the United States. 
38 programs providing backpacks full of food for children experiencing 
hunger in the United States. 
89 people in Mexico trained in beekeeping as an avenue to income gen-
eration. 
297 Lutheran students attending ELCA seminaries received help 
through ELCA Fund for Leaders scholarships. 
319 mothers and their newborn babies in Bangladesh received postna-
tal care. 
646 families in Nicaragua experienced improved food production be-
cause of the building of an irrigation canal. 
655 babies and children along with 103 pregnant women in Bangladesh 
were vaccinated. 
680 medical consultations were provided for vulnerable immigrants, ref-
ugees and trafficking victims in Eastern Europe. 
 
Thank you for your faithful commitment. These numbers are good, but 
they can be made even better by your continued generous support of 
ELCA World Hunger. 
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Calendar filling up? 

 

 

 

Be sure to mark these dates so you 

don’t miss a thing here at ULC! 

 

 August 1—Ice Cream Sunday 

 August 4—Praise Band, Pastor 

Camp guest Preach-St. Timothy’s 

 August 20—Movie Night 

 September 3—ULC at IronPigs 

 September 12—Book Fest 

 October 3—Mortgage Burning   
Celebration 

 October 10-Apple Sunday 

 October 29 & 30—Basket Social 

 November 7—Pumpkin Sunday 

 December 5—Advent Celebration 

 January 8—Journeymen Pot Pie 

Dinner 
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Aaron and Megan 

(Laudenslager) Kuhlman 

 

Married  

July 3, 2021 

ULC @ IronPigs – Please 
join us Friday, September 3, 
2021 for a night at CocaCola 
Park to watch the Lehigh Val-
ley IronPigs face off against 
the Syracuse Mets.  This 
event is back again by popu-
lar demand.  First pitch is 
thrown at 7:05 pm and there 
are fireworks that night!  The 
Lehigh Valley IronPigs have 
a complete listing to address-
ing COVID while at the park.  
Please referrer to their web-
site for the specifics and 
search for IronPigs Readi-
ness Plan.  Tickets are $12 
and there will be gift card raf-
fle again this year.  Please 
call or email the office to 
RSVP by July 26th.   
office@ulclv.org 

https://img.mlbstatic.com/milb-images/image/upload/milb/fvuvgzjeyaxv4o9uzfjf.pdf%20
https://img.mlbstatic.com/milb-images/image/upload/milb/fvuvgzjeyaxv4o9uzfjf.pdf%20
mailto:office@ulclv.org?subject=IronPigs%20Tickets


 

 

5500 Route 873 Schnecksville, PA  18078 

610-767-6884 Church Office 

Website: www.ulclv.org        email: office @ulclv.org 

Facebook.com/ulclv 

Miller-Keystone Blood Center #1258 - ULC 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Our Mission is to follow Jesus and serve as He would.” 

 

Congregation Council Members 

Officers Committee Liaisons 

President Patti Hoffman Worship and Music Lynne Banzhoff 

Vice President David Geiger Library Committee Robert Drews 

Secretary Kandy Lang Property Committee David Geiger 

Treasurer Cathy Shaffer Finance Committee Hannah Geiger 

    Comm. & Reopening Team Brian Geren 

Union Board Representatives Social Ministry Sally Grim 

Vice President David Geiger Staff Support Debra Grundstrom 

Secretary Brian Geren Christian Life Kim Kuhlman 

Member Robert Drews Christian Education Gail Lafferty 

Member Sally Grim Social Ministry Kandy Lang 

Alternate 1 Lynne Banzhoff Fellowship Jason Marakovits 

Alternate 2 Debra Grundstrom    

  

Staff 

Pastor The Rev. Gordon A. Camp 

  pastor@ulclv.org 

  Cell 610-554-8061 

Pastor Emeritus The Rev. Dennis W. Moore 

Asst. to the Pastor Cathy C. Shaffer 

Director of Music Susan Frickert 

Asst. Office Administrator  Katie Stauter 

Sexton Terry P. Hoffman 

Parish Nurses Dorothy Bealer 

  Jane Borbe 

http://www.ulclv.org
mailto:pastor@ulclv.org

