THE LUTHERAN LETTER
NEWSLETTER

August 2022

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for
evil, to give you a future and a hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)
It has been a difficult number of months; really, it has been a difficult number of years. From shootings,
to tornadoes, to pandemic, to war and challenges, to long-held beliefs and rights in our country, it has
been a very challenging time for many. For me, I feel that one of the things that all of these events have
in common is a feeling that we don’t have control over them. Yes, we can vote for representatives that
will hopefully address some of these issues and others we feel strongly about, but many times it feels as
if we are just subject to the world around us without any immediate way to change things. Such a feeling
can lead to feelings of despair or anger, and can certainly rob us of joy and comfort.
Every time period experiences its difficulties. If we look at history, periods such as the Civil War and the
fight to end slavery, or the Great Depression, or WWII, were all times of great challenges. This may all be
true, but that does not mean that anything we are experiencing now is any less difficult. There are also
many that are experiencing personal hardships in addition to the larger issues we all face. Sometimes we
might be tempted to give up, stop caring and not work towards a better future. I’m sure that people during Christ’s time, and even some of Christ’s followers, felt that way, especially after his death on the
cross. Our faith teaches us, however, that hope even when difficult to hold onto is valuable and a guide in
the darkest of times.
So how do we hold onto hope when we feel so powerless? The answer is to work towards affecting the
world in the ways we do have control and influence over. Yes, there are many things we can’t personally
solve, but much of Christ’s ministry and the work of the Disciples were small acts where only one or two
people were helped. This is ultimately how the world changes; it is the actions of people that at first only
affect small pockets of our world, but over time they add up to change the world on a large scale. The
Disciples did not build the Church the day after Christ’s resurrection. It was done person by person, year
over year, until the Good News had spread to every corner of the world. So, I would encourage all of us
to help the world by doing an act of kindness/love no matter how small, acts where only one or two people were helped. That is how Jesus began changing the world, one person at a time.
Right now, the future is very hopeful in Christ. No matter the troubles we may face, we have a God who
has taken care of that future in Christ Jesus our Lord. Through His sacrifice, He has forgiven sins and
opened heaven to all who believe. May God continue to call each of us back to Him and may we all be
drawn to him. It is there that God works in our lives. He gives us a future and a hope. He is our God and
makes us His people.

Pastor Camp

Worship Sponsorship Opportunities

Sunday needs:
2 flowers each

$25/vase

Bulletin
Sponsors $20

Dedications in memory of or in
honor of-can be made on the
bulletin board in the gathering
space

Sponsors may take flowers
home after worship!

Children’s
Bulletins $3
https://secure.myvanco.com/
YK49/campaign/C-10KSY

Kevin Querio
Welcome to our church family!

Richard Kuder

ELCA WORLD HUNGER

Ukraine
As the Russian invasion of Ukraine continues, ELCA World Hunger is on the scene, helping those forced to flee from their homes and seek safety in other countries or regions. The devastation of homes, hospitals, critical infrastructure and human lives is immense. Less vivid but no less significant, are
the long-term consequences the war will have for food security in
Ukraine and around the globe.
While other causes of hunger, such as climate change, migration or
economic poverty, may seem to receive more attention, the single biggest cause of food crises is conflict. As António Guterres, SecretaryGeneral of the United Nations, wrote in 2021, "Conflict and hunger are
mutually reinforcing. We need to tackle hunger and conflict together to
solve either."
ELCA World Hunger confronts each crisis. Food security depends on the adequacy of food production, food access, food utilization
and stability. You are there, helping others who desperately need help. It
is a life and death situation. Your gifts make a difference. In addition to
monetary gifts, our prayers are needed. This conflict could have devastating and far-reaching consequences that may not go away the moment
a ceasefire agreement is signed. Our globalized food system, while so
efficient and effective when operating well, also leaves each of us vulnerable to destabilizing events around the world. This is one of the reasons why the complementary responses of Lutheran Disaster Response
and ELCA World Hunger through partners and companion churches
are so important.
Lutheran Disaster Response, working through companions in Eastern Europe, is helping to meet the most immediate needs created by the
crisis, while also drawing on years of experience to plan long-term support for refugees, internally displaced persons, and other victims of the
war.
Your generous giving to ELCA World Hunger goes a long way to
help in Ukraine and around the world. Envelopes can be found in the
pew racks. You may also mail your gifts to the church office.

PT Faith Formation Coordinator Union Lutheran Church, Schnecksville, is
seeking a part-time Faith Formation
(Christian Ed.) Coordinator, for up to 25
hours per week. This person will oversee and work closely with the following:
Christian Education Committee (Adult
Sunday School, Catechetical Classes,
VBS planning), Christian Life Committee,
Youth Group. Applicants should have excellent organizational, computer, and
communication skills. Must have initiative and the ability to work independently as well as part of a team. This
person works closely with the Pastor
and interacts with members of the congregation as well as the community,
therefore, professionalism is essential.
Attending Sunday morning worship
most Sundays will be necessary. Salary
will be negotiable and commensurate
with experience. Background clearances
are required. Resumes can be submitted
to
unionlutheranchurch@gmail.com.

When: 2nd Saturday of the month

Time: 7:00 am
Where: Rm 103-104
enter the back of the church
What: Business meeting
approx. 30 minutes

Then: Continue to local restaurant
for breakfast and social time!

Next meeting
August 13th at 7:00 am

Prayer Shawl Ministry
August 9, 2022
1:00 pm

Church Directory Coming Soon!
Save the date (s)/Photo sessions-

November 5th & 6th
November 25th & 26th
More information to follow
~~~~~~~~
Photos taken for use in directory are free to the membership.

Directory will be digital and printable upon request.

Our Lil Pantry

Parkland Cares

•

Pasta

•

•

Pasta Sauce

•

•

Canned
chicken

•

Pasta
Mac and
Cheese

NL Foodbank
•

Crackers

•

Tomato Soup

•

Pasta

Granola Bars

No time to shop?
Look for an envelope in the pews
or click here to donate!

Book Corner
Grief is a process, a journey. It
does not end on a certain day or
date. It is as individual as each of us. Grief
is real because loss is real. Each grief has
its own imprint, as distinctive and as unique
as the person we lost. The pain of loss is so
intense, so heartbreaking, because in loving
we deeply connect with another human being, and grief is the reflection of the connection that has been lost.
To help those along their grief journey we
have several books in our church library.
Below is a sampling of the books available
on the second shelf to the right as you enter
the library.
For Teens and Adults:
When Children Grieve by John W. James &
Russell Friedman
Talking About Death – A Dialogue between
parent and Child by Earl A. Grollam
A Time to Grieve by Kenneth C. Hack
Chicken Soup for the Grieving Soul by Jack
Canfield and Mark Victor Hansen
Learning to Say Goodbye – When a Parent
Dies by Eda LeShan
Empty Arms – Coping with Miscarriage,
Stillbirth and Infant Death by Sherlock Ilse
A Decembered Grief – Living with Loss
while others are Celebrating by Harold
Evan Smith
Holding on to Hope -A pathway through
suffering to the Heart of God by Nancy
Guthrie
In Life and Death – The Shaping of Faith
by LeRoy H. Aden
For Children:
Dog Heaven by Cynthia Rylant
Remembering Mama by Dara Dokas
Now One Foot, Now the Other by Tomie de
Paola

September/October
Book Club
Our next book will be
Sotah by Naomi Ragen.
A glimpse into the ultraorthodox world of the
Haredim in modern Jerusalem.
Ninety three weeks on
the best-seller list. Sotah
introduces us to a family from Jerusalem’s ultra-religious haredi enclave with three daughters approaching the
age of marriage. In the strict orthodoxy of
their world, a Sotah is a wife suspected of infidelity who can be tried by ordeal to prove
she is guiltless. This is the story of beautiful,
fragile Dina Reich who is accused of the community's most unforgivable sin: adultery. Although Dina was brought up to be an obedient
daughter and dutiful wife, she has yearnings - for knowledge, for romance, for excitement
-- that she knows her life will never satisfy. In
her willing, but arranged marriage, Dina finds
these deeply repressed passions increasingly
difficult to ignore. Even her loving and generous husband cannot completely satisfy her,
and eventually, her frustration finds a dangerous outlet in a sudden and intense obsession
with a married man. But when the flirtation is
exposed by the community's self-appointed
vigilantes, Dina is separated from her husband and child and forced to leave the country. In New York City, the freedom and the
shallowness of modern American life appall
Dina, but they also inspire her to fashion her
own tradition, one that will enable her to confront her accusers and reclaim her life. Set
against the backdrop of Jerusalem's ancient
rituals, Sotah is a contemporary story of sacred and blasphemous love, and a young
woman's struggle to reconcile tradition with
freedom.
Watch for the discussion date in the weekly
bulletin and October newsletter.

Highlights July 18th meeting













Financial Update - YTD giving is lower by 2.2%. YTD expenses are
higher than last year by 11.8%. We are still in a strong cash position
and our finances should improve as the year unfolds. Our investments
with Thrivent will drop rather dramatically for the quarter ending in
June due to the large drops in the S&P 500 and the DJIA.

Volunteers are needed to serve as greeters and Communion Assistants during worship. Folks are encouraged to sponsor the weekly
worship flowers and worship bulletins.
Approved the creation of two part time positions, Treasurer and Faith
Formation
New main speakers are installed in the Nave, awaiting final components to complete the sound system
Care packages to be sent to college students
Union to coordinate Ingathering, possibly will need to be virtual do to
Covid
Klotz scholarship (s) to be awarded soon

Next meeting will be August 15th at 7:00 pm

October 23, 2022
More info to follow!

Summer
Breakfast
Sign up to host
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/20F0A4BA4AA22A6F49-coffee

Aug. 14th
After worship
No admission charge:
Free will offering

Covered Dish
Designate what you will bring upon RSVP
Terry to make
crustless-breakfast
pie!!!
Watch for details in the September newsletter. Our first meeting of the new program year will be Saturday, October 1, 8
a.m. This is a very informal gathering of
women who like to discuss faith issues and
be supportive of each other.
Please consider joining us! If you have any
questions, please contact Linda Rebuck :
linda.rebuck@gmail.com

610-613-6196.

Click the link to sign up!

office@ulclv.org

FINALLY - The Time for Singing Has Come!
COME DISCOVER: New Friends; New Music; New Skills; Amazing Experiences,
Great Teamwork; Your Confidence; Your Unique Voice
COME EXPERIENCE: the Joy of Creating Beauty; the Strengthening of Your Faith;
the Satisfaction of Serving God With Your Time and Musical Talent.

WE GIVE FREE TUNE-UPS!
ULC OFFERS MUSICAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR EVERY AGE AND ABILITY.

ULC’s New Junior Choir Begins Weekly Rehearsals Wednesdays 4:30
p.m. - 5:30 p.m. beginning September 7. (Grades K through 6, younger
by permission of the Director)
ULC’s New Teen Choir Begins a Fall Rehearsal Module November 6 December 24 (within that time frame are weekly rehearsals Sundays
5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m., beginning with November 6; and singing in worship for two Sunday mornings plus Christmas Eve.) (Grades 7 through
12)
Union Chorale Begins Weekly Rehearsals Wednesday, August 31 at 7:45
p.m. (Post High School - Ability to Read Music Helpful)
Praise Band Begins Weekly Rehearsals Saturday, September 3 at 8:30
a.m. (NEW TIME) (Post High School - Ability to Read Music Not Required)
Glory Ringers Begins Weekly Rehearsals Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. beginning September 6. We have an opening for one bell ringer/regular sub.
Please speak to Susan Frickert.

For more information, contact
Mrs. Susan Frickert or 484-788-9476

Our July Property Committee meeting turned
into a mini work day.
Let there be light!

Sacred Voices
Concert “Sighs
Turned Into
Song” Sunday,
September 25 at 4:00 p.m. Founded in 2002 by Director Susan Frickert, this group of ecumenical singers traditionally rehearses during
the summer months to prepare a
September concert. The participants travel not only from Lehigh
County, but also from several surrounding counties, some more
than an hour’s distance away. Ten
of this year’s forty-eight singers are
members of Union Lutheran. The
concert theme deals with the paradoxes of the past two years: illness/health; loneliness/
community; hate/love; and war/
peace, and the way our faith in
God and the love of Jesus give all
people hope and renewed
strength. Several of the music pieces will be accompanied by professional instrumentals, including
string quartet, piano, guitar and
percussion. Tickets are $10 and
may be purchased through the
church office. They will also be
available at the door the afternoon
of the concert.

